ISweteamst^ 

KUWAIT (AP) — Three Swedish engineers based io Kuwait have been 
antsied ty Iraqi security men after they apparently strayed into Iraqi 
territory while working on a project, in northern -Kuwait, a Swedish 
embassy spokesman said Saturday. .**1116 ambassador has confirmation 
that they were picked up by Iraqis, ” Tommy Kariaon, the embassy's 
counselor, said when asked about the whereabouts of the men who have 
been mtoing ,fbr three days. The three electrical engineers are employed 
by the Swedish Ericsson td«omrminicatiot» firm. Search tor them had 
beat underway since Thursday, when they failed to return to theirbomes 
in Kuwait City, from northern Kuwait. “We drink they took the wroog 
road,” Mr. Kariaon said. The men were intfalfing a radio station for 
cdhzlar telephones at Sabriyab, about CTkflometrcs bom the poorly 
marked border. A spokesman at dm foreign office in S tnr fc h n lm said 
Sweden will send two diplomats to w» gt»Ha<t to inf i m imipn oo the 
men. A number of Kuwaitis and foreigners working in the emirate have 
b ee n- arrested by Iraqis in die border area. 
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AMMAN (R) — A 172-member Iraqi sports delegation cooled its beds in 
searing desert beat at the Syrian-Jordanian border for a third day Saturday 
after being barred horn the Pan-Arab Caines in Damascus. “Wc are still 
wailing at the bonier to see what win happen." Ali Turki, the delegation 
bead, said in a telephone interview from Ramtha, Jordan's frontier post 
with Syria where die thermometer registered 40 C (104 F). “We have not 
yet received any signals from Syria that we will be allowed in." be said, 
adding that the athletes and support staff were deeping in buses or cars 
and eating food brought with diem. Syria barred die Iraqis from entering 
on Thursday, saying Baghdad never said it was sending a team to Syria, 
which is hosting the 7th Pan-Arab Games- The Anb League, the main 
umbrella organisation for the games which opened in Damascus Friday, 
has been mediating in the dispute between Syria and Iraq, which have had 
major ideologicaJ diffe rences since the fate 1970s. 
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Kuwait offers pardon 
-for arms possession 

KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaitis can 
stiD surrender arms boarded since 
die Iraqi invasion without being 
penalised, the head of Kuwait’s 
illegal weapons force said in a 
report pnblished Saturday. 
Lieutenant Colonel Abdul 
Hamid A1 A wadi told the pro- 
government newspaper AJ Watan 
that his force was ready to accept 
weapons surrendered by citizens 
“without taking any legal mea- 
r sores against them.” But he 
warned that the authorities, with 
approval df the attorney general, 
may now raid homes where they 
suspect weapons are hidden and 
can carry out spot checks on 
citizens. The government is trying 
to crack down on unlicensed 
weapons and explosives after a 
wave of violent attacks this year. 
The government’s last amnesty 
programme for surrendering such 
weapons expired in June of last 
year but the authorities have con- 
tinued to use a carrot-and-stick 
approach. 

Turkey says 20 
Kurdish rebels killed 

ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
troops, using aircraft, killed ab- 
out 20 Kurdish guerrillas in fierce 
y battles on Mount Agri (Ararat), 
the governor of Agri province 
said Saturday. “We believe out of 
group of 40 terrorists, 20 have 
been killed. TerrTorists who sur- 
vived tiie clashes took the bodies 
of their friends with them,” Gov- 
ernor Ismet Metin was quoted as 
saying by the semi-official Anato- 
lia agency. Mr. Metin said Tur- 
kish forces used planes, helicop- 
ters, artillery and mortar to cap- 
ture Kurdistan Labour Party 
(PKK) fighters believed to have 
infiltrated from Iran. 

Britain renews - - 

Lockerbie demand 

. LONDON (R) — Britain said 
Saturday that Libya must comply 
fully with United Nations de- 
mands to hand over two suspects 
in the 1988 Pan Am bombing 
over Lockerbie, Scotland. The 
statement from Britain's Foreign 
Office came after the Libyan 
leader told reporters in Tripoli he 
had already done all that the 
U.N. required of him and did not 
believe be was obliged under its 
V resolutions to hand over the two 
suspects to face trial in Britain or 
(he United States. Britain insisted 
that U.N. resolutions on the 
bombing plainly called for Libya 
to surrender the men, the state- 
ment said. 

Iran opening 
embassy 
in Uzbek capital 

NICOSIA (R) — Iran said Satur- 
day it would open an embassy in 
the Uzbek capital Tashkent on 
Sept. 8 as part of a diplomatic 
drive to expand relations with the 
Muslim republics of the former 
Soviet Union. The move was 
announced by Mahmoud Vaezi, 
deputy foreign minister for Euro- 
American affairs, who left on a 
"Week- long visit to the Common- 
wealth of the Independent States. 
“The opening of the Iranian 
embassy in Tashkent wQl forth jer 
boost the Islamic Republic’s ties 
with Uzbekistan,” Mr. Vaezi told 
the national Iranian news agency 
IRNA. “The Iranian official 
stressed the need on cooperation 
among Caspian Sea coastal 
states, which beside the Islamic 
Republic include Azerbaijan, 
Russia, Kazakhstan and Turk- 
menistan,” IRNA said. 

Pakistan deports 
300 Afghan Sikhs 

PESHAWAR, Pakistan (R) — 
Pakistan has deported 300 
^Afghan Sikhs who had fled last 
month’s fighting in Kabul be- 
tween government forces and dis- 
sident Mujahedeen, police said 
Saturday. The Sikhs were sent 
back to Afghanistan in lorries last 
.Thursday because they had no 
travel documents, police said. 
They had entered Pakistan before 
it staled its border late last month 
to discourage the arrival of new 
Afghan refugees. The Sikhs 
wanted to go to India to stay with 
relatives but had no passports, a 
police official said. They prefer- 
red to be deported so they could 
return with travel documents, the . 
official said. Tens of thousands of 
.-Af ghans, including Sikhs and 
***rundns, have fled the fighting 
into Pakistan. There was no word 
on whether Pakistan planned to 
deport other Afghans who lack 
navel documents. 


Iraq fears Iranians may 
provoke clash with allies 


Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ HAS WARNED the U.N. 
Security Council that Iranian 
“saboteurs” may fire on Western 
aircraft patrolling the south to 
provoke a major confrontation, 
sources according to U.N. 

The Iranian attack would be 
designed to provoke the British, 
French and Amcricans into firing 
on Iraqi targets, the somces said. 

The sources — from a Western 
and an Arab country — told the 
AP Iraq’s charge d’affaires, 
Samir A1 Nima. delivered the 
warning earlier this week to the 


Mr. Nima declined to confirm or 
deny the report. 

The Iraqis have been saying 
publicly for more than a week 
tint Iran wants to set np an 
autonomous Shiite Muslim area 
in southern Iraq. Tehran has long 
supported and armed Iraqi 
shiites. Several Iraqi Shiite 
opposition groups are headquar- 
tered in Iran. 

The United States, Britain and 
France set up a “no-fly zone” in 
southern Iraq last week to protect 
tiie Shiites, who they claim have 
been targeted toy Iraqi forces. 
The allies warned Iraq that if its 
military planes flew in the area, 
they would be shot down. 

Now, the Iraqis worry that Iran 


will provoke an attack against 
them. 

There is a possibility that 
saboteurs might fire on the Brit- 
ish, French and American aircraft 
with tiie aim of provoking an 
incident which could be used as a 
pretext to justify the aggression 
against Iraq,” an Arab sources 
said, summarising Iraq’s position. 

The United States has 
apparently been concerned about 
just such an Iranian move. 

A U.S. source said last week 
the United States had sent Ira- 
nian diplomats a letter warning 
them not to take advantage of die 
“no-fly zone.” 

Iran and Iraq fought a 1980-88 
war that claimed more than one 
millio n lives, according to some 
estimates. 

This week, Mr. Nima said, Iraq 
gave the United Nations evidence 
that ban was sending infiltrators 
into southern Iraq. He said his 
government bad turned over 
identificati on cards taken from 
infiltrators showing they were 
Iraqi prisoners of war being used 
by ban or were Iranians. The 
diplomat said Iraq also had given 
die United Natios two videotapes 
of confessions by mfihratois. 

U.S. navy pilots continued to 
fly over southern Iraq Saturday. 
“All’s quiet an the southern 
front,” reported a pilot based 


Saudi-Iraqi conflict 


JAKARTA (R) — Iran and 
Saudi Arabia have dashed again 
at tiie Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM) summit over whether to 
condemn tiie U.S.-ied “no-fly 
zone,” delaying agreement on the 
final declaration. 

While their leaders paid a sen- 
timental journey to the city of 
Bandung where the movement’s 
lofty ideals were bom in 1955, 
lower-level officials were grap- 
pling with a contemporary dis- 
pute. 

“We have completed the docu- 
ments except for the Iraqi issue. 
We hope it will not distract tiie 
dosing ceremony tomorrow,” 
senior Indonesian official 
Wiryono Sastrohandoyo told 
Reuters. 

The committee that was to 
produce the joint statement oo 
political issues met till 4 a.«n. on 
Saturday. Mr. Wiryono said it 
was to resume later in the day to 
seek a compromise on Iraq be- 
fore the summit’s dosing session 
Sunday. 

Saudi Arabia leads a group of 
Middle Eastern countries strong- 
ly opposing any summit reference 
to the “no-fly zone” enforced by 
the United States, Britain and 
France over southern Iraq with 
tiie declared aim of protecting 
Shiite rebels from Baghdad. 


Iraq says the move, along with 
a «wwiw zone in the Kurdish 
north, is a plot to dismember die 
country. 

Saudi Arabia also opposes 
Iraq’s plea to indnde in the dec- 
laration a call for food and medic- 
al supplies to be exduded from 
the United Nations blockade im- 
posed after Baghdad’s invasion of 
Kuwait in August 1990. 

Food and roedkane are ex- 
duded from sanctions but Iraq 
says it cannot afford to buy ship- 
ments because it is barred from 
selling oil freely. 

The Saudis do not want even 
a simple mention of the zone,” 


Rabat reports 99.96% 
6 yes’ in referendum 


RABAT (R) — Almost all of 
Morocco’s 11.48 million voters 
said “yes” to a new constitution 
drawn up by King Hassan, In- 
terim 1 Minister Driss Basri said 
Saturday. 

The final official count gave a 
resounding 99.96 per cent of 
votes in favour of die new con- 
stitution, with 97.29 per .cent of 
the electorate casting ballots- 

The results were disputed by 
opposition parties which had cal- 
led for a boycott and said “no" 
votes were not registered. 

Mohammad Al Yazghri, leader 
of the opposition Socialist Union 
of People's Forces (USFP), told 
Reuters: “The results of tire re- 
ferendum do not surprise us. 
Figures of over 99 per cent are 
familiar in non-detnocraric coun- 
tries." 

Some voters said they cast 
negative ballots in Rabat despite 
g o ve rnm ent claims that all votes 
m the capital were in favour. 

Mr. Basri, at a news confer- 
ence, called the outcome a dear 
sign of support for King Hassan.', 

“By answering rapidly, mas- 
sively and positively to the draft, 
fee parties of the outgoing major- 
ity expressed their unequivocal 


support of fee new constitution^ 
feus renewin g their confidence 
and loyalty to Hassanian demo- 
cracy,” be said. 

King Hassan, the country’s rul- 
er for 31 years, says he personally 
■drafted the new constitution 
which gives some of his extensive 
authority to the parliament and 
gover nm ent 

But opposition parties were 
sceptical about the conduct of the 
vote, also staged a die disputed 
Western Sahara, a former Span- 
ish colony claimed by ' .Morocco 
where Pohs&rio guerrillas have 
been fighting for independence 
since 1976. 

“Nothing has changed hi 30 
years in the way of doing things 
(m Morocco),” Mr. Yazghri said. 
“Referendum resutb are practi- 
cally always the same.” 

Officials said only 4,844 or 0.04 
per cent voted “no” but Mr. 
Yazghri said this was impossible. 

“who is going to believe so few 
people were on holiday or woe 
side and unable to vote?” 
Several' independence voters 
told renters they had voted “no” 
in Rabat and showed . correspon- 
dents tiie white “yes” sfips they 
had kept after basting their bal- 
tots f with tiie blue “no” slip. 


one delegate said. 

But fee other contentious issue 
at the summit — Serbian attacks 
on Muslims in the breakaway 
Yugoslav republic of Bosnia — 
appeared finally to have been 
settled. 

The political committee was 
expected to reach agreement on a 
statement deploring the violence 
in Bosnia, without going into the 
demand by Islamic countries that, 
founder member Yugoslavia be 
expelled from the movement. 

“We wfll gloss over Yugosla- 
via’s status,” a con f erence official 
said. 

(CcMtfaiued oo page 5) 


aboard fee carrier USS Inde- 
pendence. 

An Iraqi Shiite opposition 
group claimed government troops 
were shelling toe southern marsh- 
lands killed eight people and 
wounded 28 in the past week, it 
said. 

The Tehran-based Supreme 
Council for the Islamic Revolu- 
tion in Iraq (SdRI) said in a 
statement feat 22 people were 
wn«*H or wounded in shelling near 
Amara on Wednesday and Thurs- 
day. 

Western pilots flying over 
southern Iraq have not reported 
any signs of new Iraqi military 
activity against the dissidents. 

Turkish President Turgot Ozal 
has come under fire from dissi- 
dent politicians for meeting with 
Iraqi opposition leaders in what 
was described as a plot to divide 
Iraq. 

During the meeting, the repre- 
sentatives of the Iraqi opposition 
groups — Kurdish, Turkmen, 
Suite and Sunni 1 — reportedly 
proposed that Western countries 
should also indude parts of Iraq 
north of the 34th Parallel under 
their protection. 

Saddam’s strategy fa to shun dash 
with affics, page 2 

(Coa Un a eil on page 5) 


First U.N. 
troops due 
m Somalia 
on Sept . 12 

UNTIED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— After months of talks to get 
the warring factions to agree, the 
first U.N. troops to guard food 
deliveries are scheduled to arrive 
in Somalia next week, officials 
say.‘ 

The troops are badly needed to 
help prevent looting by armed 
gangs of the thousands of tonnes 
of relief aid being flown in to help 
more than a million starving 
Somalis. 

. “Thesecnrity problems and the 
problems of theft are really 
shocking,” Jan EHassoo, U.N. 
mKtersecretary-general for huma- 
nitarian affair s, said in announc- 
ing fee troops would begin arriv- 
ing Sept. 12. 

Relief officials estimate about 
half of the aid is stolen after 
arrival. 

A diplomatic source, speaking 
on condition of anonymity, said 
the troops would be provided by 
Pakistan, be flown in by the US. 
military and would arrive in small 
groups. The full contingent Of 500 
Pakistani soldiers is to be in place 
by Sept. 25 and win guard ship- 
ments only around Mogadishu, 
the capital, the sourc? said. 

The United Nations first began 
trying to arrange the troops in 
March. Mohammad Sahnotm, 
the U.N. special envoy to Soma-- 
ha, negotiated with the warring 
parties to get their agreement to 

(Cowt in aed on page 5) 



Regent hopes peace talks will 
resume with new momentum 


Crown Piinee Hassan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan,' 
fee Regent, has expressed hope 
that the Middle East peace pro- 
cess would pick up new momen- 
tum and stressed that the nego- 
tiators would tackle substance 
rather than form. 

The structural framework of 
the negotiations was based on the 
international legitimacy and on 
United Nations resolutions on a 
search for peace that would be 
equitable to all parties con- 
corned, with human terms, ter- 
ritorial terms, security terms and 


comprehensive in that sense,” the 
Regent told Mexico Television in 
an interview. 

Today it appears that the 
structural nature of the talks 
based on U.N. resolutions 242 
and 338 is again a question of 
debate between parties and, 
whatever fee interpretation of 
international legitimacy, we hope 
that we keep these cornerstones 
in min d and- very much on the 
working agenda.” he said. “So I 
think feat they see a certain pause 
for the time being, whether 
affected by the dynamic of the 


Peres says current talks do not 
cover permanent settlement 


Combined agency dispatches 

ISRAELI FOREIGN Minister 
Shimon Peres said Saturday feat 
the current round of peace talks 
with Palestinians should focus 
only on an interim autonomy 
settlement and not on the final 
status of the occupied territories. 

Today we are talking about 
something temporary, not about 
tiie permanent settlements,” Mr. 
Peres said on Israel Radio. 

Mr. Peres said tiie Israeli peace 
negotiations team was not pre- 
pared to present maps or discuss 
borders m the context of the 
autonomy plan because that 
could affect negotiations over the 
final status of the land. 

To draw up a map as part of 
the autonomy talks — feat be- 
longs to : negotiations on . the 
permanent status, not the interim 
settlement,” Mr. Peres said . 

But Mr. Peres emphasised that 
occupied Jerusalem would re- 
main outride of any autonomy 
plans. 


Palestinians have consistently 
said they want a guarantee of an 
independent state as fee final 
status of the territories before 
they agree to enter into any tran- 
sitional periods. 

Peace negotiations are taking a 
one week break away from fee 
talks in Washington in order to 
consult with higher officials. 

The Israeli negotiators have 
returned to Israel and met Satur- 
day wife Mr. Peres. They are to 
deliver a report on the Washing- 
ton dicusrions at a cabinet meet- 
ing Monday. 

Leaders of the Palestinian 
peace delegation are reportedly 
scheduled to meet this week wife 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat in Tunis. 

Mr. Peres said the Israeli nego- 
tiators had presented a timetable 
to Palestinians that would lead to 
autonomy within nine to 12 
months. 

“We have presented a list of 
about IS areas in which Palesti- 


nians can take responsibility im- 
mediately for managing affairs,” 
he said. 

In regard to the negotiations 
with Syria, the foreign minister 
said Israel would explore the 
possibility of an interim settle- 
ment in those talks as well. 

Itamar Rabinovich, bead of the 
Israeli team negotiating with 
Syria, said Saturday that the two 
sides had not discussed Israeli 
withdrawal — full or partial — 
from tiie Golan Heights. 

“We are notin that situation or 
at that bow” of tiie negotiations, 
Mr. Rabinovich said on army 
radio. 

Mr. Rabinovich said he 
thought tiie mere fact of direct 
and acknowledged talks with 
Syria represented a breakthrough 
when seen against fee _ back- 
ground of past Israeh-Syrian rela- 
tions. 

Hm peace process become Irrev- 
ersible? page 2 

(Continued on page 5) 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jonfao Tones 

AMMAN — The prosecutor of 
tiie state security court Saturday 
charged Islamist Deputy Laith 
Shbeilat with transport and pos- 
session of explosives to which the 
deputy pleaded not guilty, 
according to bis lawyer Ibrahim 
Bakr. 

Mr. Bakr told the Jordan 
Times after he attended the ses- 
sion at the State Security Court at 
Malta that Mr. Shbeifat refused 
to make a statement to the 
prosecutor-geoeral and quoted 
the deputy as .saying that he 
would make his statements in a 
court hearing. No trial date was 
set 

The lawyer explained that it 
was normal procedure to make 
the charge before the accused 
makes a statement. Mr. Bakr, 
who beads a battery of defence 
lawyers for Mr. Shbeilat, was the 
only one permitted to see the 
deputy. The team includes three 
practis in g lawyers who are also 
members of the Lower House: 


Fans Nabulsi, Mohammad Fans 
Tarawneh and Abdul Karim 
DnghmL 

Mr. Sfabcflat was detained last 
week after a suspect held in con- 
nection with another case claimed 
that the deputy’s car was used to 
transfer arms and explosives. Mr. 
Bakr stressed that the charge 
made against Mr. Shbeilat fed not 
name any fllegal organisation. 

Earlier Saturday, Mr. 
Shbeilaf s attorneys said the state 
security prosecutor-general had 
promised a private meeting be- 
tween Mr. Shbeilat and Mr. Bakr 
before the interrogation began. 
“This was not implemented,’’ 
Mr. Bakr said after meeting with 
his client in the presence of the 
prosecutor-general. 

The deputies represented in 
the defence team had also hoped 


sed the detention of the deputy as 
well as that of another House 
member. Sheikh Yacoub Gar- 
rash. The meeting, presided over 
by House speaker Abdul Latif 
Arabiyat, included members of 
the Public Freedoms Committee, 
representatives from all par- 
liamentary blocs and indepen- 
dents as well as Mr. Baler. 

Sheikh Qarrash was arrested 
several days before Mr. Shbeilat 
was detained. He is being held 
pending investigation into an 
illegal militant group called “Sha- 
bab Al Nafecr Al Islam'” (van- 
guard of Islamic youth), which is 
allegedly being funded from a 
“foreign country,” according to 
security sources. 

Saturday’s meeting of deputies 
decided to intensify contacts be- 
tween the legislative and judicial 


to see Mr. Shbeilat, but they were •' branch concerning the case of the 
not permitted to do so, according two detained deputies to “ensure 


to his lawers. 

The growing concern among 
Mr. Shbeilat’s colleagues in Par- 
liament was evident in a four- 
and-a-half-hour meeting Satur- 
day morning in which they discus- 


feat our colleagues enjoy their 
full legal rights,” according to a 
statement issued by Dr. Arabiyat 
following the meeting. 

(Con t mued on page 5) 


Shbeilat formally charged with 
transport, possession of weapons 


talks or affected by experience 
the dynamic of the changes on the 
ground in the region or affected 
by experience elements such as 
the American elections. We hope 
that this pause will mean a sub- 
stantial resumption of the talks 
on substance, not on form, and, 
effectively that the peace process, 
which started 10 months ago, mil 
resume in the spirit of the letter in 
which it was intended.” 

In reply to a question about 
Jordanian-Saudi relations follow- 
ing recent contacts betwen His 
(Continued on page 5) 


Kabul fears 
truce may 
collapse 

KABUL (Agencies) — Truce 
violations by a dissident Afghan 
leader may soon rupture a cease- 
fire agreed last week to end 
bloody fighting in Kabul, the 
Afgjhan Defence Ministry said 
Saturday. 

Defence Ministry spokesman 
Yunis Qanuny accused the Hezb- 
e-Islami party led by fun- 
damentalist Gulbuddin Hekmaty- 
ar of taking advantage of the 
eight-day-old ceasefire to resupp- 
ly his men for a new round of 
fighting. 

“Fourteen years of war have 
proven that Hezb-e-Islami cannot 
be trusted to keep its wood,” be 
said. “The government has made 
a commitment, but we have no 
sigh of implementation from 
Hezb-e-Islami. 

Meanwhile, the economically 
strapped government set up a 
commission to help survivors of a 
flash flood that swept away entire 
villages, killing of least 800 peo- 
ple m northeastern Afghanistan. 

Bnt the government, struggling 
after four months to consolidate 
power, is virtually broke. Inter- 
national aid has all but dried up ' 
because of the factional fighting 
within the shaky leadership. 

Government officials gave no 
details about the commission but 
said an announcement would 
come soon. 

A churning 10-metre wall of 
water, mud and rocks roared 
early Wednesday through the 
Salang, Ghorband and Shaltnh 
districts of the Panjshir Valley, a 
200-kilometre swath of towering 
rangers of the Hindu Kush Moun- 
tains and some of Afghanistan's 
most fertile farmland. 

The raging water washed away 
crowded bases and hundreds of 
adobe homes, including scores 
that had just been rebuilt by 
refugees returning home follow- 
ing the end of the civil war. 

The Defence Ministry said at 
least 800 people drowned in the 
flash flood, most of them sleeping 
and trapped in their homes. 

“These problems show that the 
ceasefire may not last very long.” 

A Hezb-e-Islami spokesman in 
:'ie. Pakistani border town of 
i‘eshawar retaliated by charging 
the four-month-old government 
'with failing to honour the terms 
of last Saturday’s truce. 

(Continued on page 5) 


More arrests of fundamentalist armed groups reported; 
but detentions are not seen as crackdown against Islamists 


By Nenneen Murad 

Jordan Tones Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — While senior offi- 


cials do not see or consider the Jordan Times. 


Zarqa, and fee Hamas people, 
who were found wife a “large 
cache of arms and ammunition in 
Amman,” fee source told tiie 


to have stored arms in six diffe- 
rent locations in Amman. The 
arms included 40 Kalashnikov 


arrest of Islamist deputies Laith 
Shbeilat and Yacoub Qarrash asa 
crackdown against Islamists, the 
government is nevertheless tak- 
ing the threat posed by armed 
fundamentalist groups and indi- - 
vidualS very seriously, according 
to informed and official sources. 

“It is in this light that the 
security fprees have lately 
arrested, besides the two de- 
puties, a prominent Muslim 
Brotherhood figure as well as 
nine members of Hamas fwfaidt is 
the Palestinian wing of the Mus- 
lim Brotherhood movement),” 
one of the sources said. 

Investigations are underway 
with the detained Muslim 
Br ot herhood figure, who lives in 


According to this and other 
sources, who asked not to be 
identified by name, the security 
forces arrested Mamdouh Mhais- 
sen, a member of the Zarqa 
municipal Council, two weeks 
ago after a search of his home 
uncovered an assortment of guns 
and rifles. According to the 
sources, Mr. Mhaissen is one of 
fee senior leaders of the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement in Zar- 
qa; he holds the post of deputy 
bead of the city’s branch of fee 
organisation and is the man in 
charge of its “security branch” in 
the whole Governorate.of Zarqa. 

Sources also confirmed reports 
about tiie arrest of nine members 
of Hamas after they were found 


20 guns and a large quantity of 

ami M unition . 

The nine suspects were- 
arrested several weeks ago and 
investigations were being com- 
pleted before the suspects are 
tinned over to the State -Security 
Court for trial, the sources sad. 

Since the arrest of depnties 
Qarrash and Shbeilat, the 
Brotherhood movement has 
made a point of condemning all 
illegal militant action by any 
group. It has denied all- know- 
ledge of the arms found wife 
Hamas or the movement’s in- 
volvement in the Mhaissen case. 

A spokesperson for fee move- 
ment was quoted as denying that 
his organisation has any connec- 
tion to illegal groupings, whether 


directly or indirectly.. The move- 
ment rejects categorically any ac- 
tion by any militant g rou p which 
threatens the security of Jordan,” 
the Jordan-based Arabic daily Al 
Hayat quoted the spokespe r son 
as saying. He was not named. 

Corning on the heels of tire 
much publicised detention of the 
two members of parliament; the 
announcement of the other 
arrests is being seen as the gov- 
ernment’s way of indicating that 
fee two depones have not been 
targeted personally and that there 
Were other activities on other 
fronts which the government wfll 
not tolerate either. 

The government of Sharif Zeid 
Ben Shaker denies that it has any 
predetermined political position 
towards any of these arrests and 
main taim that its only role is to 
ensure that the law takes its 
course, wife the security of the 


country being protected and 
“everyone ... given legal protec- 
tion,” as one senior official put it. 

While some reports in foreign- 
based Arabic papers predicted 
that the crackdown on these 
armed groups could indicate “a 
dangerous turning point between 
tire Islamist movements in the 
country and the government,” 
analyrts and observers maintain 
that there are too many indica- 
tions which would contradict this 
theory. 

On the one hand, analysts 
point out, the government and 
fee Brotherhood have main- 
tained good relations based on 
tacit agreements to allow the 
movement to operate freely and 
bold bases of power in the coun- 
try. The .government* in turn, is 
presented wife only* the movo- 

(Coatinurd on page 5) 
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Has Mideast peace process become irreversible? 


By Alan Eisner 

Renter 


WASHINGTON — At what 
point does the Middle East 
pe&ce process attain such 
momentum it becomes irrev- 
ersible? 

Some, though not all, of 
the officials involved in the 
last session of negotiations — 
Israelis, Arabs and Amer- 
icans — believe they may be 
approaching that invisible 
point 

“In the region, there is a 
feeling that the Arab-Isradi 
conflict is on a resolution 
coarse,” said one senior 
Israeli negotiator earlier this 
week. “We sense it in our 
dealings with Arabs in 
general." 

A U.S. official involved in 
die negotiations concurred. 
“Inevitably, we an on a path 
at least leading to an interim 
agreement on self-govern- 
ment for the Palestinians in 
the occupied territories," be 
said. 

“Don't ask me to give a 
date. Bat if yon walk out of 
the movie before the final 
reel, you are liable to miss 


the happy ending,” said die 
official. 

Others are still not con- 
vinced. 

The pace of the talks, 
which went into a 10-day 
recess on Thursday night, re- 
mains slow, and some 
analysts wain that without a 
breakthrough soon the pro- 
cess could wither. 

There is the uncertainly of 
what might happen if Presi- 
dent George Bush loses the 
November presidential elec- 
tion, which would deprive 
negotiations of the strong 
guiding band of former 
Secretary of State James 
Baker. 

“I agree that things are 
moving in the direction of 
peace. The conflict is dwind- 
ling and moving gradually to- 
wards a resolution,” said 
Barry Robin of Johas Hop- 
kins University. 

“Bat although things are 
becoming more peaceful, 
that doesn’t mean there wfll 
be peace in the sense of fall, 
formal peace agreements,” 
he said. 

Mr. Rabin argued that all 
sides, particularly die Palesti- 


nians, had to make a leap of 
faith by taking some difficult, 
possibly dangerous decisions. 
Nobody has yet made a se- 
rious concession at the nego- 
tiating table, he noted. 


refer to the “Zionist entity” 
when they mean Israel, they 
no longer deny the legitimacy 
of a Jewish state in the rc- 


Stffl, it is undeniable that in 
the past few years, much has 
changed in the Middle East. 


NEWS ANALYSIS 


Many of die old symbols of 
die conflict, which engulfed 
die region in five wars since 
the emergence of a Jewish 
state ia 1948, are already 
gone. Others are withering 
away. 


The bis taboo — that 
Arabs and Israelis could not 
sit down together and negoti- 
ate — was finally erased at 
last October’s landmark 
Madrid peace conference. Six 
subsequent rounds of nego- 
tiations in Washington have 
made what was then unthink- 
able seem routine. 

Arab diplomats no* longer 


®ou. 

Israel's new government 
seems to have come to terms 
with the idea that it is dealing 
with a Palestinian people 
with national rights, though 
most Israelis would still reject 
the concept of an indepen- 
dent Palestinian state. 

A Middle East diplomat 
said the Arab boycott of 
firms trading with Israel was 
likely to be quietly shelved 
within the nest few weeks. In 
any case, he said, it was 
hardly being observed by 
anybody any more. 

Israel's peace treaty with 
Egypt has weathered 13 years 
of ups and downs and now 
looks firmer than ever. 
Though relations have occa- 
sionally frayed and have rare- 
ly been warm, the Israeli flag 
fluttering over its Cairo 
embassy has never been lo- 
wered. 

Apart from the direct 
peace talks, which match 
Israel with Syria, Jordan, 
Lebanon and the Palesti- 


nians, modi of the rest of the 
Arab World is involved in 
regional talks with the 
Israelis cm topics like aims 
control, sharing water re- 
sources and improving the 
environment 

Sandi Arabia, the guardian 
of the MusKm holy places, 
has established a flourishing 
dialogue with American Jew- 
ish leaders and hosted an 
avowedly Zionist delegation 
in a successful visit earlier 
this year. 

But rejectiortist sentiment 
still flourishes in some cor- 
ners of the Islamic World, 
notably in Iran and Iraq and 
in refigkras fundamentalist 

movements that have been 

g a i uiug strength through foe 
Arab World. 

The militant Hizbollab 
(Party of God) is expected to 
score more successes in foe 
third round of national elec- 
tions in Lebanon this 
weekend. 

“The peace talks look firm. 
Nobody wants to walk out 
and make a scene. Bat the 
pace is slow and it still looks 
Eke it might tah a long 
time,” said Mr. Robin. 


Security 
tight for 
S. Lebanon 
elections 


U.S. warns China not to 
sell arms to Mideast 


WASHINGTON (R) — The Un- 
ited States has stepped into a 
murky legal quagmire to defend 


its sale of ISO F-16 jet fighters to 
Taiwan and warned China not to 


retaliate by shipping arms to the 
Middle East. 

The U.S. administration de- 
fended President George Bosh’s 
decision to sell the planes to 
China on strategic grounds, 
saying it would promote peace 
and stability in East Asia. 

Most commentators saw the 
decision, which ended a 10-year 
prohibition against Taiwan ac- 
quiring advanced U.S. war- 
planes, as a straight vote-getting 
move by Mr. Bush, who is trailing 
Democratic presidential hopeful 
Bill Clinton in the polls two 
months before the Nov. 3 general 
election. 

China reacted furiously and 
threatened to pull out of talks 
among the five permanent mem- 
bers of the United Nations Secur- 
ity Council aimed at curbing in- 
ternational weapons sales. 

On foe face of it, Mr. Bush’s 
. decision seemed to contradict a 
1982 communique which he 
helped negotiate with Pelting 
when he was vice president under 
Ronald Reagan. 

In that document, the United 
States stated “that its arms sales 
to Taiwan will not exceed either 
in qualitative or quantitative 


terms the level of those supplied 
in recent years, since the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations 
between the Urutjed States and 
China, and that it intends to 
gradually reduce its sale of arms 
to Taiwan.” 


Bat U.S. State Department 
spokesman Joe Snyder insisted 
there was no contradiction be- 
tween foe communique and the 
sale of F-16s because Taiwan's 
ageing force of antiquated FSs 
and F-104s were gOmg out of 
service and needed to be re- 
placed. 

“We said we would be provid- 
ing spare parts. It’s impossible 
now to provide the spare parts for 
the old aircraft that they have, 
and we’re maintaining the quality 
of that air force in the only way 
that we have available,” said Mr. 
Snyder. 

Mr. Snyder said Peking's re- 
cent acquisition of Russian SU-27 
aircraft was a factor in the deci- 
sion which would give Taiwan the 
confidence necessary to continue 
to improve relations with Peking. 

One of Washington’s key con- 
cerns is that Chuia, which agreed 
under heavy U.S. press u re last 
year not to sell ballistic missiles 
and other advanced weapons 'to 
Arab states, might go back on its 
pledge as a way of demonstrating 
its anger over the Taiwan deaL 


Judge rejects Justice Department 
move to limit ‘Ivan’ evidence 


NASHVILLE (AP) — A judge 
Friday scheduled : 


. an October 

bearing on allegations the Justice 
Department knew it may have 
sent an innocent man to face trial 
as Nazi guard “Ivan tire Terrible." 

U.S. District Judge Thomas A. 
Wiseman set aside Oct 15-16 as 
the first two days to question 
present and former Justice De- 
partment lawyers in the case of 
John Demjanjuk, a retired auto 
worker from Cleveland, Ohio. 


Friday's meeting with Mr. 
Wiseman and government and 
defence lawyers was designed to 
set ground rules for the investiga- 
tion into whether there was mis- 
conduct by prosecutors. 

Demjanjuk, 72, is a native of 
the Ukraine who was a natural- 
ised American citizen for 30 years 
before be was arrested in 1977 
and accused of hiding bis role as 
“Ivan.” This is the nickname 
given by Jewish survivors to Ivan 
Marchenko, a Nazi guard wh 
operated gas chamber uigju..., -i 
Trebtinka in Poland in 1942 and 
1943. 

Demjanjuk, who proclaimed his 
innocence, said he was in the 


Soviet army when Nazis captured 
him and imprisoned in another 
camp during the period in ques- 
tion. 

He nonetheless was stripped of 
his citizenship through denatur- 
alisation proceedings, order ed 
deported in 1986‘and extradited 
to brad. 

“Demjanjuk was a victim,” his 
son-in-law, Edward Nishnic of 
Cleveland, told 
was 

Culm. 0 

It was a place where they cap- 
tured about 250.000 Red Axmy 
soldiers.- 



Demjanjuk was convicted in 
Israel of war crimes in 1988 and 
sentenced to death. He continues 
to maintain his innocence and is 
appealing his conviction to the 
Israeli supreme court. Mr. Nish- 
nic predicted that the Israeli sup- 
reme court will overturn foe con- 
viction. 

'• Nishnic said he has quit his 
- devoted himself to vindi- 
cating^ Demjanjuk, raising funds 
as be can. He said be and his 
wife, Irene, are about $160,000 in 
debt. 


Diplomats dismiss report 
of Abu Musa settlement 


DUBAI (R) — Gulf diplomats 
Saturday dismissed Iranian claims 
that a dispute with foe United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) over the 
small but strategic Gulf bland of 
Abu Musa was resolved. 

“Nothing has been settled as 
far as we know. The Iranians 
have effectively taken over foe 
bland. They won’t talk about foe 
details,” one western diplomat 
said. / 

Kama! Kharrazi, ban's U.N. 
ambassador, said in Jakarta Fri- 
day that “no thing exists unre- 
solved between Iran and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates.” 

But the diplomats said that the 
Iranians had so for refused to 
discuss the issue in contacts be- 
tween the two governments. 
They said that Iranian diplomats 
were saying the issue was re- 
solved a week ago when no prog- 
ress bad been made. 

The normally reticent UAE 
government Wednesday issued 
an unusual statement wanting 
Iran that its actions on the island, 
which lies halfway betw een the 
UAE and Iranians shores of the 
Gulf, threatened to disrupt tradi- 
tionally dose ties b etw een the 
two countries. 

Iranian President Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani met UAE 
Foreign Minister Rashid Abdul- 
lah A1 Naumri at a Non-Aligned 
Movement conference in Indone- 
sia Friday. 

Iran's IRNA news agency said 
Mr. Rafsanjani had stressed 
Tehran’s friendship with the 
UAE. The report did not mention 
Abu Musa. 

Britain ran the foreign rela- 
tions of the lower Gulf states 


before the UAE was set up in 
1971. 

Abu Musa was then contzoUed 
from the sheikhdom of Sharjah 
but Britain, before leaving, 
negotiated an agre em e n t with 
Tehran under which Iran was 
allowed to deploy a garrison on 
the bland. 

The diplomats said that Iran 
started to impose its laws on foe 
bland in April, in dear con- 
travention of its 1971 deal with 
Britain. 

Mr. Kharrazi said Iran was 
acting within its right to control 
security on Aba Musa when it 
tinned back a ferry carrying more 
than 100 people on Aug. 24. 

“The security of die island and 
control of the bland b with Iran” 
under the 1971 agreement, he 
told Renters in Jakarta where he 
was attending non-aligned sum- 
mit. 

Bat foe agreement, which was 
pabtished at the time and b freely 
available here, makes no mention 
of security. • • 

The one-page document recog- 
nises that neither Iran nor Shar- 
jah has given up its dahn to foe 
whole island, ft sets up arrange- 
ments trader which Iran is 
allowed to maintain a garrison in 
the north of island while Sharjah 
maintains “fell jurisdiction” over 
the rest of Aba Musa. 

Mr. Kharrazi said foe 1971 
agreement remained in force and 
UAE nationals were free to come 
and go as they wished. 

“The only thing which recently 
was brought op was the issue of 
inviting foreigners. Inviting' 
nationals from other countries, 
which we found out may be against 


the security of the bland,” be 
added.. 

The diplomats said a few score 
foreign workers who served Abu 
Musa’s 2,000 or so Arab residents 
had been there for years. 

They include teachers at tire 
island’s two schools, one each for 
boys and girts, arid workers at a 


single dime, a power station and 
a police fort who all worked for 


the UAE gov ernm ent. 

The ferry turned back on Aug. 
24 was carrying teachers, mainly 
Egyptians, returnin g to the bland 
after summer holidays. About a 
dozen UAE nationals on board, 
who were also barred entry, in- 
cluded the island’s governor. 

“Security seems to be an ex- 
cuse. The Iranians have in effect 
taken control of foe whole island 
in contravention of the agree- 
ment,” one diplomat said. 

Gulf bffidab said that since the 
arrival of the Iranian troops in 
1971, the bland had not been 
divided and foe two sides had 
lived side-by-side without serious 
incident. 

' The exphrstonhy lnnhm police 
of about 200 foreign workers in 
April had therefore crane as a 
complete surprise. 

Mr. Rafsanjani visited Abo 
Mosa without much publicity m 
February bat later reports of hb 
visit said be told Iranian troops 
stationed there tire island was a 
front-line in Iran’s defence. 

Western diplomats said Iran's 
actions had reinforced intefii-’ 
gence reports that it may be 


preparing to set up a major naval 
base on Abu Mosa, which lies 


dose to the main deep-water 
shipping channel in the Golf. 



Lebanon, over the country. 

Haif-a-tmUion people are eligi- 
ble to vote in South Lebanon 
Sunday to choose 23 deputies 
from 131 candidates to the 128- 
seat national assembly. North 
and east Lebanon, Beirut and 
Mormt Lebanon voted an tire two 
previous Sundays. 

Thousands of Lebanese troops 
overnight in the south 
took tight security measures 
to ensure the elections would not 
be maned by violence, rmKtary 
sources said. 

Hundreds of policemen also 
took op positions in a United 
Nations area bordering Israel's 
seif-dedared “security zone” in 
South Lebanon to supervise vot- 
ing there. 

The government of President 
Hi as Hrawi has set up 
stations wwtfe the area 
by United Natio ns Int erim Forces 
In Lebanon 7 
ers to allow the residents of foe 
b uf fer zone to vote. 

But the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanon Army (SLA) ntifitia, 
which controls the enclave, 
dosed all p as sageways linking the 
zone to foe rest of the south to 
ban voters from v e n t urin g out of 


the enclave to cast their 
SLA chief Antoine Lahd said 
he closed the passageways be- 
cause “most of the people here 
Inside zone) don’t want to vote, 
the security of tire voters is not 
ensured as the government has 
been, accusing some people of 
baling with brad.” 

About 180,000 Muslims, 
fTtitoiaw* and Dnrze live in the 
zone, a 15-lrilometre deep area 


the 


above the Israeli 
from Mount Hermon to 
Mediterranean. 

The are about 80,000 voters 
registered in the zone, but official 
sources say the actual number of 
voters is much lower as marry 
te had fled the area, 
neral -Lahd, 8 Maranite 
Christian', said foe elections were 
a fake belt pledged he would not 
use the-gua to stop it 

Christian -..areas*- i» Beirut, >| 
Mount Lebanon and the “secur- 
ity zone” observed a complete 
shutdown Saturday for the 
second straight day in response to 
a call by Christian oppos i tion 
groups to protest .against the 
polls. 

The contest in South Lebanon 
is mainly between two candidate 
lists: One made up of traditional 
leaders, and the second a coali- 
tion of leftist and Muslim groups, 
including the Syrian-backed 
Amal movement, Ba’afo party 
and the pro-Iranian ffizboUah. 

Mainly pro-Syrian candidates 
have won seats already decided, j 


Ancient temple linked to Aphrodite unearthed 


NICOSIA (AP) — American 
archaeologists have uncovered an 


ancient temple they believe pro- 
vides a link to foe legend of 


Aphrodite, the Greek goddess of 
love, and her mortal lover Ado- 
nis, foe antiquities department 
said Friday. 


The discovery the summer by a 


University of Arizona team at 
site of tire ancient dty of Idalion, 
near the town of Dhali 30 
kilometres southwest of Nicosia. 

The Kingdom of Idalion 
thrived from around earliest anti- 
quity until the early Christian 
period when it was destroyed. 

° Cyprus is studded with foe re- 
lics of a rich history spanning 
8,000 years, doffing which a dozen 
major civilisations left their im- 
print on the island. 

The department sard statues 
and inscriptions found in the Ida- 


lion temple show clearly that “the 
male deity worshipped there was 
called ’Apollo Amykios’ by the 
ancient Greeks, and ’Reshef Mflt- 
al’ by Phoenician inhabitants of 
the area. 

“He was almost certainly a 
local, Cypriot god who was refer- 
red to as ‘the lord’ in ancient 
Cypriot. That name would have 
tra n sla te d as ’Adonf in Pboera- 
dan, and that is certainly the 
origin of foe Greek name ’Ado-' 
ms,”’ foe statement said. 

It added that on the same. 
Eastern Acropolis of Ancient 
Idalion, above the Adonis sanctu- 
ary, “ties the site of the ancient, 
venerable sanctuary of the ’great 
mother,’ identified by the later 
Greeks as Aphrodite, the god- 
dess of love.” 

The department said that foe 
“pairing of the sanctuaries” of 


Aphrodite and Adonis testifies to 
“foe ancient mythic love story of 
Aphrodite and Adonis, said to 
have taken place on the hillsides 
of Idalion.” 

As legend has it, Aphrcxfite fell 
in love with Adonis, a handsome 
young shepherd, and was heart- 
broken when he was lulled by a 
wOd boar. 

The U.S. team led by Pamela 
Gabcr antfr WflKam Dever, both 
of the University of Arizona, was 
sponsored by the University of 
New York’s Brooklyn College, 
the University of Indianapolis 
and private donors. 

The announcement said foe ex- 
pedition (dans to continue work 
on the site next summer. 

Part of the Adonis temple was 
first discovered in 1860 by RJrL 
Lang, the then British consul in 
Cyprus, which was then- part of 


tiie Ottoman empire. 

But over foe last century, tittle 
was done to further excavate the 
temple until tins year’s expedi- 
tion. 


the antiquities department 
said some of the structures unear- 
thed by the Americans “have 
been undisturbed since anti- 
quity” 


It added that “the remains of 
many cooking pots and house- 
hold pottery wares were found 
alongside a very few precious 


attic black glaze and Cypriot 
nsthave 


biochrome wares, that must I 
been hundreds of years old when 
they were last used.” 

The archaeologists also exca- 
vated foe homes of ordinary'] 
citizens of Idafion during a later 
period of foe kmgdom’s history 
around 200 B.C. 


NAM urges immediate 
protection of Palestinians 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s Sy- 
rian-backed government tight- 
ened security m the south Satur- 
day in the face of strong Christian 

opposition to Sunday’s third and 
final stage of general elections. 

Christum* boycotting foe polls, 
the first in 20 years, say they were 


JAKARTA (Agencies) — The 
.non-aligned summit called Friday 
for the immediate protection erf 
Palestinians in foe occupied terri- 
tories and said the United Na- 
tions should be more active in 
handling the problem. 

A declaration issued after a 
meeting of the non-aligned com- 
mittee on Palestine said foe situa- 
tion in the occupied territories, 
continues to be of grave concern 
because of Israel’s persistence in 
claiming it. 

“The members of the commit- 
tee were of the opinion that a 
more active involvement of the 
United Nations, of which foe 
members of the movement are 
members, is called for,” the dec- 
laration said. It did not elaborate. 

The committee met daring foe 
week-long summit meeting of 
heads of state or government of 
foe Non-Aligned Movement 
(NAM), a 108-nation group of 
mostly Third World countries. 

Yasser Arafat, president of foe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO), briefed the commit- 
tee on tire Middle East peace 
process. 

The committee expressed con- 
cern that after 10 months the 
process had not achieved tangible 
results. 

Mr. Arafat has won star status 
with the Indonesian media during 
the summit and has also captured 
(he hearts of many outside the 
co n fere n ce. 

“Long live Arafat, long live 


Pa lestine ,” a crowd of abont 100 
chanted as be left a Jakarta mos- 
que after Friday prayers. 

Mr. Arafat and leaders of Mid- 
dle Bast states such as Iran and 
Saudi Arabia briefly put aside 
their differences to pray together 
at the Istiqlal Mosque. 

“X am proud of him and I 
sympathise with his struggle to 
get his country back from Zionist 
Israel,” said one Mu s lim . 

Indonesia has the world's 
largest Muslim population, 
though the government has effec- 
tively eradicated fundamentalists 
from the political scene. 

The Indonesian media and 
many of the woiteis at foe sum- 
mit flock around Mr. Arafat ev- 
ery time be appears in the confer- 
ence ball with his trademark kef- 

fiyeb head-dress and bolstered 
pistol, treating him like a 
celebrity. 

“Not to us, he isn't,” fumed a 
Kuwaiti delegate, angry at Mr.' 
Arafat’s support for Iraq in the 
Golf war. 

At a news conference for local 
journalists Thursday night, Mr. 
Arafat spoke of his recent mar- 
riage to 28-year-old Suha TawiJ, 
but said he was more wedded to 
foe Palestinian cause. 

“Until now no one wanted me 
but at last a woman has accepted 


me. Don't forget I am a Muslim, 
so I can have four wives three for 


Palestine and one for myself,” he 
joked. 


MIDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Ethiopians hijack airliner to Djibouti 


DJIBOUTI (R) — An Ethiopian Airlines affiner was hijacked on a 
domestic flight on Friday and forced to land in the neighbouring 1 
Red Sea state of Djibouti, official sources said. Sources at Djibouti 
airport said the hijackers, believed to be four Ethiopian men and a 
woman, released foe 46 passengers and eight crew on foe Boeing 
727 after a three-hour siege and surrendered to the Djibouti 
authorities. State-owned Ethiopian Airlines has suffered several 
hijackings smnp. foe rebel Ethiopian People's Revolutionary Demo- 
cratic Front (EFRDF) overthrew dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam 
in May 1991. Political analysts said foe hijackings were carried out 
either by disadents or economic refugees. 


Israel launches air link to China 

TEL AVIV (R) — Israel Thursday inaugurated its first air 
passenger service to China with an El A1 Jumbo flight to Peking. 
China established diplomatic ties with Israel in January. Foreign 
Minister Qian Qicfaen is to visit Israel later this mouth, foe highest 
ranking QriDOBC official to visit tire Jewish state. 


Algerian forces wound fundamentalist 


ALGIERS (R) — Paramilitary forces sh ot an d wounded a militant 
of the outlawed Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) in the eastern region 
of Hzi Ouzotf. Algeria’s gendarmerie headquarters said Friday. 
The 29-year-old man was stopped by a patrol but tried to flee 
despite wanting shots. Eleven cassettes containing “seditious 
sermons” and subversive pamphlets were found in his car, the 
official news agency APS said. The FIS was banned last March 
after Muslim fundamentalist unrest. Security forces clamped down 
on mosgues used by FIS imams to criticise the authorities and to 
stir militant fervour for an Islamic state. 


Two released In Cyprus forged cheque case 

NICOSIA (R) — Two Lebanese men arrested on suspicion of 

_ f 1 •,<vi nnn ■ ■ r a _ r. 



|ne have been freed after Cyprus 
in Raef 


against them. Hnssein 


- Zayat were arrested on Tuesday on 
suspicion of trying to cash a forged cheque at a Bank of Cyprus 
branch in the holiday resort of Laraaca. The town's district court 
re ma n d ed them in custody for eight days but they were freed 
Thursday. Police said the two had received tire cheque from 
Lebanon. 


Policeman dies of his wounds in Upper Egypt 



fpper Egypt, 
policeman was 

station in Kafr — , _ — b- - .».» !««,»», o^u. 
kilometres south of Cairo. A spokesman for the fundamentalist 


I slami c group in Assort claimed responsibility for the assault, 
saying It was m revenge for last month’s tiffing of i 


the police. 

Greek Cypriot to marry Turk 


\ seven militants by 


NICOSIA (R) — A lovesfruck Greek-Cypriot teenager living in 
foe island’s Turkish-occupied north has shocked her family by 
. _ with her Turkish boyfriend. Haroula Elia, 16, ran away 
from her home in the enclave of Rizokarpasso, where about 500 
Greek Cypriots still live, and is now living with the family of her 18 
old fiance Mehmet Gtmgor, who came from Turkey with his 
at fo e age of two. She told police in a statement: “I am 
with Mehmefs family. They treat me as one of their 
Hia, who is now planning marriage, fled at dead of night 
cm Aug. 27 after her parents opposed their two-year relationship 
My tamer fried to force me to make a choice between him and 
fehmet Bat I want to be with the man I love. Nobodv can 
separate ns,” she said. ■ ‘ 
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Rural affairs decides to cut back 
building to save agricultural land 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Minis- 
try of 1 Municipal .and Rural 
Affairs and tlx 'environment has 
K* recently decided to curtail build- 
-“*■ ing 4utwnd cities and villages to 

- protect agricultnral land. 

The statement was made by 
* Minister of Municipal and Rural 
■■ Affairs and the Environment Dr. 

- Abdul' Razrak Tubcfohat who. 
said that two other reasons 

" prompted die ministry to the 
decision. They are . became of 

- large plots of lands within the 

- town and village boundaries are 
stiB unused for buildings, and 

, ' second, because of rising cost of 

- providing municipal services to 
remote regions. 

“We are at the same time 
■ monitoring the rise in the price of 
' lands and keeping an eye on the 
-needs. of towns and v illage for. 
their needs of expansion and the 
. lands that are useful for cultiva- 
tion the minister said. 

' The ministry is keen to haft 
urban development to save agri- 
cultural lands and also is keen on 
ensuring municipal services to the 
residents. Dr. Tnbeishat added. 

The minister said that be bad 
told heads of municipal and vil- 
lage councils that no citizen 
should be allowed to build homes 
outside the boundaries of orga- 
nised lands without referr in g to 


the ministry for pennission. . 

Hie minis try has now submit- 
ted a draft for a temporary law on 
planmngund organising ton**? for 
urban development and agricul- 
ture to the government which wiD 
refer it to parliament for approv- 
al, according to Dr. Tubefchat. 
He said once endorsed, -the law 
would serve as a substitute to the 
1585 law. 

With reference to state owned 
lands in Zarqa and Rnseifa occu- 
pied by squatters, the minister 
said that plans are underway to 
settle this problem speedily. He 
noted that citizens in the two 
areas have built their homes on 
state-owned land without pe rmit -' 

sion. The plan entails tint con- 
ducting an estimate of the value 
. of the -land and then instructions 
will be issued on matters related 
to collecting the price of the land 
before they can be formally reg- 
istered in the name* of the squat- 
ters, he said. 

Referring to joint service coun- 
cils for villages, the minister said 
that a specialised committee has 
been studying means of promot- 
ing their services to the local 
community. There are now 96 
such councils which are being 
reduced to 58 so that better ser- 
vices can be prorated through 
them to the local inhabitants, be 


said. 

The government has jnst pas- 
sed. a law on muni cipalities in- 
tended to give a larger margin of 
freedom and power to the local 
mnnicqnl councOsand enablethe 
local councils to increase their 
income, the minister _sakL 

Indeed, some municipal coun- 
cils have embarked on projects 
far bigger than they.coufd afford, 

imp n ain g aririifi/Wfll fimivial bur- 
dens on their townspeople, said 
the minister. He attributed this to 
a lack of proper feasibility stu- 
dies. 

Referring to the environment. 
Dr. Tnbeishat said that a special 
technical committee grouping 
representatives from vanous gov- 
ernment departments is cooperat- 
ing with an international expert in 

drawing up a draft law on the 
environment now that the nation- 
al strategy on the env i ronment 
has been endorsed. 

Special attention wiD be given 
by the committee to the tracks 
that remove waste cesspools be- 
cause the waste is being dumped 
in the sites assigned for only solid 
waste and in places where no 
waste treatment plants exist, the 
minister y»jrf, He rh»t foe 
Ministry of Water and Irrigation 
is required to extend a helping 
hand in dealing with this prob- 
lem. • 



Arabiyat discusses cooperation with 
Iraqi National Assembly speaker 

AMMAN (Petra) — Speaker of the Lower House of Parliament 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat met with Saadi Mahcfi Saleh, Speaker of the 
Iraqi National Assembly, at his office Saturday and rfimnawl 
Jordaman-Iraqi parliamentary cooperation. Mr. Saleh briefed Dr. 
Arabiyat on the sitnation in Iraq and the present diffimftfeg farin g 
foe Iraqi people because pf sweeping U.N. economic sanctions. 

Public holiday on Wednesday 

AMMAN (Petra) — AO government departments and public 
institutions win dose Wednesday Sept. 9 on the occasion of the 
Prophet Mohammad Birthday, according to an official statement 
issued by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Education 
Tbonqan Hindawi. the statement requested all government and 
private institutions to celebrate foe occasion. On the occasion of 
. Prophet Mohammad’s Birthday, the Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs will organise Tuesday at the Palace of Culture at 
A1 Hussein Youth Oty a major religious celebration. The 
celebration will be held under the Royal Patronage. 

Deir Abi Saeed — Irbid road closes _ . 


-DEIR Abi Saee$ (Petra) — . p3K,Dep?rtmen t.pfjPu olic .Works/in 
goverhorafe has embarked. op tiie: second phase of-a' 
project for. improving the Deir’ Abi. Saeed -Highway and Jot 
‘dealing with' damage to th^'roarf Caused by snow stoims last 
winter. A department official said that the road linking Deir Abi 
Saeed with Irbid has been dosed temporarily and all tr affic has 
been diverted to the Jordan Valley — Deir Abi Saeed -r- 
IrbCd-Tibneh Road. He said that the work will take 25 days to 
complete. 

JUST mechanical engineering dept 
given a boost 

AMMAN — Delegation from Concordia University in Canada 
visited the engineering faculty at the Jordan University of Science 
and Technology (JUST) on Saturday. This visit comes as a result 
of a cooperation agreement signed by the two schools. The direct 
objective of foe present visit is to write down a proposal for 
fin a n cia l support. Th e aim of such a proposal .will be die 
development of JUST’S production programme in the mechanical 
engineering department to better serve Jordan’s industrial sector 
by training and developing production and manufacturing. 
Concordia University will train a number of the faculty members 
and students in manufacturing engineering. Short course s and 
training workshops are to be held at JUST for students and 
engineers from the industrial sector in Jordan to develop the small 
and medium me industries in Jordan. 


Gastroenterology 
conference to 
open in Amman 

AMMAN (J.T.)— The Jordan 
Society fra: Gastroenterology is 
organising its first-ever confer- 
ence in Amman on Wednesday 
evening playing host to at least 
250specialisfs from Jordan and 
Arab and foreign countries. 
The announcement was marie 
by Dr. Wael Fadaicl who 
heads the society's scientific 
unit in a statement to the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Participants to the three-day 
meeting, he said, will discuss a 
host of topics ranging from 
ulcers to gastroenterological 
inflammato ry diseases and the 
digestive system. They will also 
listen to state of the art lectures 
delivered by famous specialists 
and. .guest partiqpaifts. f 
France, foe United ‘States 
the Uufcd^Y ... 



* Exhibition of paintings by 
Iraqi artist Ali Rldha at Afia 
Art Gallery. 

* Art RiMMtion by Ratam 

* Dabdonb at the Royal 
Cultural Centre. 

☆ EsMiRhra entitled “A Dia- 
logue in Expression” — 
works cm paper by Naz 
Ikraandlah, Nabfla Hflml 
Mad Dod Tabiwa at the 
National Gallery, Jabal 
Luwdbdeb task. 

* Exhibition entitled “The 
Horizon” by Artists Qasem 
A1 Samir and Nqjah al 
RabPi at the Housing Bank 

' Gatiexy. 


ATF to discuss politics, economics 
and law in Arab- Japanese forum 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
I Thought Forum (ATF) wQl orga- 
’ tdse a third Arab-Japanese dia- 
logue under the patronage of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, on Sept. 19. 

An ATF statement Saturday 
said that foe two-day parley in 
-Amman will be attended by Arab 
and Japanese intellectuals, politi- 
cians and writers. 

The participants wQ] discuss a 
host of political, legal, economic 
and ideological ideas that led to 
the new world Order and the new 
world economic order and their, 
impact on economic relations be- 
tween Japan and the Arab world, 
the statement said. 

- The Middle East conflict and 
collective security will be among 
the main items on the agenda, it 


: The meetings will inddue a 
separate roundtable discussion on 
“towards a new International 
Humanitarian Order” that will 
review topics such as the respon- 
sibility of industrialised nations 
towards Third world countries, 
cooperation between countries in 
the southern hemisphere within 
the framework erf the new world 
order .and dialogue between 
world cultures. 

The statement recalled that the 
first ATF organised Arab 
Japanese dialogue was held in 
Amman in September 1989, and 
the second, in Tokyo in Septem- 
ber 1991. 

1 According to the statement, 
die second dialogue focused on 
five basic issues handing the new 
world order, the Palestine ques- 


tion, the Gulf crias, the future of 
Arab Japanese econo mi c coop- 
eration and cooperation between- 
Japan and the Arab World in. 
cultural and information fields. 

The participants differed over 
foe concept of die new world 
order, noting that what has been 
applied against Iraq was not ap- 
plied against Israel for similar 
acts. 

The Arab participants criti- 
cised the United States for being 
biase d towaids Israel, helping it 
to absorb Jewish immigrants in 
the occupied Arab territories. 

The p a rtici p ants were almost 
unanimous in their belief that the 
Gulf war was aimed at breaking 
the back of an Arab country that 
was the mam threat to Israel’s 
security. 

On the future of Arab- 
Japanese cooperation, die parti- 


cipants said disagreement on 
cooperation on oil and trade. 

In discussing cultural and infor- 
mational cooperation, partici- 
pants on both tides stressed the 
need for further publishing in- 
formation about Japan in the 
Arab World and vice versa. 

With reference to the first dia- 
logue, which was held in Amman, 
the statement said that it covered 
a host of cultural, political and 
ideological points. Furthermore, 
the participants reviewed human 
values and their effect on de- 
velopment, ft said. 

• The first dialogue discussed 
cases of cooperation between 
Japan and tile Arab World “nr 
industrial fields and education. 

The participants demanded 
that Japan allocate part of its vast 
financial surplus to help promote 
development in the Middle East. 


AI-Falaq Investment Establis hment 


Tax’s Advi sor s 

W0 announce for sale Hie following residential lands, ciassffied as A B & 
C, agricultural lands villas and flats located* east Amman, beside 
furnished apartments for rent at 
The Ministry of Youth areas, 

Khakfa. SweHeh, Yajouz. 

Al Rabieh, Mari Al Hamam, 

Shafa Badran, Maij Al Fares, 

Mari Al Agra’, Rajm Al Kharabsheh, 

Al Sarau - in front of Al Ahflqh University, 

Um Joseh, Beireen, Um Rumaneh, 

Tab Kra’a, Madaba and irbid. 

WANTED land In Jabal Amnrn 

For tatter information, ptoaw contact us by phone or ta it kkr 
O r write to PjQJtax 20St1, Amman - Jordan 
or RQBok 82k « Jbdhah 



Air Command Academy course opens 

i AMMAN fPetra) — Deputising for die Chairman of the Joint 
'Chiefs of .Staff Field Marshal FatM Abo Taleb, the chief of staff of 
tiie Royal Land Forces opened Saturday the third course of the 
Air Command and Staff Academy. The chief of staff of foe land 
forces delivered an address at the opening ceremony, underfilling 
the goals of the academy. The opening ceremony was attended by 
a large number of the armed forces and foe air force officers. 


Swedish Christian group on 
mission to study how it can 
help bring peace to region 

•s. 


National committee set up 
to channel donations for 
King’s recovery to charity 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A delegation 
representing the Christian Adult 
Education Associations in 
Sweden discussed the Middle 
East and the peace process Satur- 
day with Minister of Information 
and Acting Foreign Minister 
Mahmoud Al Sharif. 

The delegation members, who 
are touring the Middle East, were 
briefed by Mr. Sharif on foe 
developments in the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and Jordan's demand for 
a just solution that would guaran- 
tee stability and security for all 
co un t ri es in the region. 

The minister told the 16- 
member delegation led by Stig 
Holomberg that Jordan bas been 
seeking a jnst and durable solu- 
tion to the Middle East problem 
and an end to the plight of die 
Palestinian people, who are now 
facing atrocities by the Israeli 
-authorities. 

The delegation members, who 
are due to leave Amman Sunday 
fix' the occupied West Bank, are 
famiKarkwig themselves with the 
Middle East region to determine 
• fo^rpfotheir-cbiacbes can play to 

)■ Fe£ 

jra. - 

Mr.- Sharif =was.-qftote<Hi y foe 
agency as telling the delegation 
about the continued Israeli tor- 


ture of Arab detainees in Israeli 
jafls, demanding that Europe 
contribute to the peace process 
and help establish peace and 
security in die region. 

Mr. Holomberg told the Jordan 
Times that .the delegation will 
familiarise themselves with the 
economic, political and social 
structures not only of the occu- 
pied Arab lands but also in coun- 
tries su r roun ding the holy land. 

The group is also monitoring a 
project for bringing pilgrims and 
tourists from the Scandinavian 
commies to Jordan and the holy 
land. The project has been going 
on for some time, Mr. Holombeig 
said, adding that he was 

spearheading the pilgri ms and 
tourist project and has contacted 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) to per- 
suade it to fly to Copenhagen or 
Berlin to pick np groups of pil- 
grims. 

Mr. Holomberg said that pil- 
grims coming from Scandinavia 
would first come to Amman be- 
fore visiting the holy land and 
later the archaeological sites in 
Jordan before ■ ending them tour. 

■ Before the -Gulf. War, nearly 
500 pilgrims used to come -to 
Amman every year in the coarse 
of visiting-foe ttoty latid, Mr. 
Holomberg said be was trying to 
raise and strengthen this project. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — In response 
to royal directives, a national 
committee has been set up to 
divert donations ami contribu- 
tions for celebrating IBs Majesty 
King Hussein’s recovery to char- 
ity work and helping Jordan’s 
poor. 

The announcement was made 
by Munster of Awqaf and Islamic 
! Affairs Sheikh Izzeddin Al Kha- 
tib Al Tgimmi who has been 
'entrusted with chairing foe com- 
mittee by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the Re- 
gent. 

The Ministry of Awqaf and 
Islamic Affairs has now set up a 
committee which will be known 
as the “Al Hussein Call Com nut- 
tee” to supervise raising foods to 
be dbt ri b ut ed to foe poor. Sheikh 
Tamirni said. 

The ‘committee has »l y« set up 
sob-committees to operate in' 
towns and villages outside Am- 
man, the minister noted. 

The national committee com- 
prises prominent personalities 
from the Ministry of Awqaf and 
die Zakat (alms for the poor) 
Fund, the minister added. He 
said that that the committees in 
the province s will be chaired by 


the local governors who will re- 
ceive funds and distribute them to 
needy people on the occasion of 
the Prophet Mohammad’s birth- 
day on Wednesday. 

The minister announced that 
die Regent has donated JD15.000 
to this cause and urged all Jorda- 
nian citizens to offer contribu- 
tions to help the needy and poor 
people of Jordan. 

According to the minister, be- 
* nefactors can chann el their con- 
tributions through special 
accounts opened at the Housing 
Bank, the Arab Bank and the 
Islamic Bank in ail areas of the 
- country, or through the Ministry 
of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs in 

Amman . 

The minister expressed hope 
that Jordanian citizens will rally 
to this call and will contribute 
generously towards helping the 
poor on this holy occasion. 

He noted that the flood of 
advertisements appearing in the 
local press offering their congra- 
tulations to the King for his re- 
covery has subsided. He inter- 
preted this as a sign that the binds 
will now gp to the poor instead. 

In a message last Thursday to 


the Regent, King Hussein, who is 
recuperating after surgery in the 
United States, has called on the 
Jordanian people to divert ftmds 
meant for celebrating his recovery 
to. charity. 

In his message, the King voiced 
his deep gratitude for the over- 
whelming feeling of support and. 
good wishes as expressed by the 
people of Jordan on his recovery. 
But, he said that the manifesta- 
tions of joy should be handled in 
the spirit of Islam and the na- 
tion’s noble traditions by being 
used for charity. 

. The minister, who sent a letter 
to the Crown Prince complying 
with foe royal directives, in- 
formed the Regent of foe forma- 
tion of the central committee and 
the committees in the provinces. 
He said that foe committees will 
do all they can to raise funds and 
to distribute them to the needy.' 

Jordan Television conducted a, 
number of interviews with mem- 
bers of the public who expressed' 
their desire to offer donations on 
this occasion. Some said that 
apart from the donations they 
intend to hold celebrations, ex-, 
pressing their joy over the King’s 
recovery. 


Vandalism follows leadership feud 
at Jordanian Lutheran Church 


By Mariam M. Sftahin 

■ Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A feud over the 
leadership of the Jordanian 
Lutheran Church has erupted be- 
tween church heads of the 
Lutheran congregation in Jordan 
and Jerusalem and rtww»t»»ng to 
become a legal battle that will 
involve the government of Jor- 
dan, said members of the Luther- 
an congregation in Amman . 

The feud, involving die Luther- 
an Archbishop of Jerusalem 
Naim Nasser and the head of the 
Jordanian congregation Re- 
verend Nnman Smeiz broke oat 
in June over who will head the 
Jordanian branch of the church 
and ended- with vandalism of the 
Amman: church property in Ad- 


Major firms win contract for 
1st phase of supply complex 


AMMAN (Petra) — A consor- 
tium of three major Jordanian 
firms Saturday won a contract for 
the first phase of a two-stage 
supply complex in Zarqa which 
w01 have an overall cost of 
JD1 ,250,000. 

Minister of Snpply Mohammad 
Saqqaf, who signed foe deal, said 
that the complex will be the fifth 
of its kind to be built by the 
ministry in Jordan. This complex 
is needed to meet the growing 
needs of the Zarqa govemorate 
of supply materials and to offer 
facilities for foe local mer chant* 
to get their requirements of supp- 
ly materials, he said. 

The setting up of complexes of 


this land helped to apply foe 
decentralisation policy adopted 
by foe Ministry in various areas of 
Jordan, allowing each complex 
sufficient powers and freedom to 
act independently and to plan and 
keep the amounts of food sup- 
plies that are needed by foe local 
population, said Mr. Saqqaf. 

The first phase of tire project 
entails braiding the mfrastnrctnre 
like roads, adminis t r ative offices, 
surrounding walls; two large 
warehouses capable of storing up 
to 20,006 tonnes of food supplies, 
said the mini st e r. The infrastruc- 
ture, be said, is expected to be 
completed in ten months from 
now. 


- The feud is bound .to have a 
rarinber of ‘grave* consequences' 
for the small community of 
Lutherans, some 300-500 people, 
as well as for other refigkms 
communities in Jordan, commun- 
ity members say. 

The fend peaked on August 10 
when 35-40 men walked into the 
Lutheran church in Um Smnmaq 
and smashed several sectors of 
the c hu rc h and broke a framed 
picture of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein. 

The church’s guardian. Re- 
verend Nnman Smeir, has left the 
vandalized parts of the chnrch 
untouched for all to see. 

While a subsequent police in- 
vestigation of die incident led to 
the detention of tile “vandals,” it 
also officially deposed Reverend 
Nnman, who lives in the chnrch 
compound, from his post as bead 


of the Jordanian Lutheran 
Church. 

While Reverend Smeir has ac- 
cused tiie Archbishop of instigat- 
ing the vandals in a campaign to 
depose him, no police action has 
been taken against the 
Archbishop. 

“On foe contrary, in a letter 
signed by foe head of the Amman 
municipality, Issa Omari, I was 
asked to give the church keys to 
the Archbishop,” Reverend 
Smeir told foe Jordan Tomes. 

While Mr. Omari was not 
available for comment. Minister 
of Interior officials have said that 
according to a 1950’s law the 
Archbishops in Jerusalem have a 
hierarchical leadership position 
above those in Amman and have 
the power to retire priests in 
-Amman early if they see fit//. 

Reverend Smeir counters foat 
since the Lutheran church has'no 
official hieriarchy such a law can- 
not be applied to his ch ur ch - 

He also insists that since he 
continues to preside over Sunday 
sermons and christening he is “de 
facto if not de jure” still the head 
of the Lutheran chnrch in Jordan. 

The high attendance during 
Sunday mass as well as the sup- 
port he has received from the 
Lutheran Higher Coflncfi in Am- 
iran is all be needs to continue 
with bis tasks, says Reverend 
Smeir. 

Furthermore, the deposing of a 
bead of a Jordanian church by a 
Jerusalem-based Archbishop 
opens foe doors for further “in- 
terference" in local church issues, 
say members of the Reverend 
Smear's congregation. 

One member of the congrega- 


tion argued that such hierarchical, 
arrangements are incompatible; 
with foe disengagement between- 
the two River banks that was. 
introduced by King Hussein in 
1988. 

While only one of the two-' 
parties would speak to foe Jordan., 
Times about the leadership; 
dilemma within the church, the- 
Jordanian government provided", 

. some information about the legal ; 
and governmental consequences- 
of foe case. 

In his capacity of deputy to the 
Lutheran Archishop of Jeru- 
salem, Reverend Nnman Sjneir. •* 
founded the Jordanian Lutheran .. 
church with foe help of Lutheran. *, 
charities in Sweden and Finland •; 
in 1£7$. He received official 
Jordanian government approval- It 
in 198^ and subsequently raised.** 
money^to build a churchy conj*--’ 
m unity centre and kindergarten .- 
in a compound in the Um Sum- 
maq neighborhood of West Am- 
man. He has headed the Church’s 
Central Committee since 1979. .• 

Today foe monetary worth of 
the church compound is esti- 
mated at more than 2 million- 
Jordanian dinars and indudes a ’ 
home for the bead of foe church. . , 

The battle over the church's l 1 
leadership must be resolved in 
part by the Jordanian govern- 
ment which most decide what ’ ; 
role it will play in church affairs. 
Lutherans in Amman say that if 
the disengagement decision, in . 
which legal and administrative 
ties between east and west banks „•> 
were broken, is deemed as also 
perta inning to religious politics - 
then Reverend Smeir will have 
nothing to worry about. 


Best Wishes to 


His Majesty King Hussein 

fora speedy recovery and good 
health. From 

?; Jordan 1st Hot Line 




682642 

Nidal Saudi 



The First Major Unique 
. Investment Opportunity 

A major tourist project for sale as owner is leaving the 
country. 

it is a 45-double bedroom hotel, each has its own 
bathroom. A large number of the rooms is aircondi- 
tioned. Central heating for ail rooms. Deluxe and vast 
reception halls. Large and highly equipped swim- 
ming pool with changing rooms and a cafeteria, 
two terraces for the swimming pool which is sur- 
rounded by a large yard for. parties. Huge licensed 
car park. 

Two lifts in the hotel which has a restaurant and 
cafeteria A large nightclub that has separate entr- 
ance from the hotel. Nightclub is fully equipped with 
luxurious furniture and decor. 

Call tel.: 737333/736251 
After 8 pan. tel. 812038 
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Key’s to wait 

THE DETENTION of Lower House of Parliament members 
Leith Shbeilat and Yakoob Qarrash has naturally not only 
attracted wide attention and interest bat also caused 
controversy here and abroad. It is only right, therefore, to 
view the arrests of the two deputies in proper perspective 
and against the backdrop of the laws of tile country and the 
bask constitutional rights and freedoms enjoyed by all 
Jordanians, Irrespective of their positions and views. 

The first point to keep in mind at all times is the 
presmhption of innocence of all persons until convicted in a 
court of law. Accordingly, both parliamentarians must be 
regarded as innocent until a competent court finds either of 
them, or both, guilty of die criminal charges levelled agaiust 
than. Second, it would be wrong to draw a parallel between 
the prosecution of former or incumbent members of the 
cabinet on the one hand and the prosecution of members of 
. Parliament on the other hand. This is so because the basis on 
which ministers could be indicted requiring the consent of a 
two-third majority of deputies is something that need not 
and should not be enshrined in the tows of the land in the 
first place. The accountability of a minister, just like that of 
a parliamentarian, most not be politicised as to make the 
derision to take either one to court. For a country like oars, 
committed to the separation of the three branches of 
government, the decision to prosecute a minister or a 
member of Pa rliament should remain with the judicial 
branch alone. This branch of government otmo os ly needs to 
move jndichrasiy and carefully before c riminal charges are 
brought against anybody bat especially against members of 
the executive or legislative brandies; and when such m move 
is finally taken, the mintow or pa rliamentarian charged 
with the commission of any crime should conthue to be 
treated with respect and dignity since everyone is innocent 
until proven guilty. Access to legal counsel is a fundamental 
feature at (air trial and all democratic cou n trie s guarantee 
this ri ght as a one qua non for fair pwrf indep endent trials. 
Access to members of one fondly should not be denied miles 
it is absolutely established that snch Enmity visitations would 
interfere with the conduct of the investigation. Holding 
suspects incommunicado for a prolonged period of time 
violates baric norms associated with fab* and proper 
detention unless there is a pressing need for so doing; the 
onus of finding proof falls squarely on the state. 

The remaining issue is whether the State Security Court 
or the dvil court system has jurisdiction over the kind of 
cases associated with the arrest of deputies Shbeflat and 
Qarrash. Under our existing laws, the State Security Coral 
does have jurisdiction over all matters affecting state 
security. So, technical ly speaking, the court has the 
auth orit y to try both deputies. Yet, on broader pofitical 
considerations and in light of the fact that the cut i mi tows 
on state security courts are bring debated to P arl i ament 
with a view to amending them, it would be more advisable to 
turn the entire file on both men to the civilian court system 
since the criminal code of the country can be tovoked by 
these civilian courts as easily as it could be done by the State 
Security Court. The basic flaw to the existing State Security 
Court trials lies in the fact tbat judgements adopted by sncfa 
a court are not subject to appeaL The draft law on the 
conduct of the State Security Court system envisages the 
rectification of such an onrissios but until such a correction 
is incorporated, toe government will be better advised to 
refrain from resorting to State Security Court trials mhi 
there is a pressing need for doing so. In toe end, neither the 
deputies to question nor the government can be prejudged 
by the public or toe media and it would be most prudent to 
await tbe condoskm of the investigations before more words 
are said. 



AL RAT Saturday commented on a statement by Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin in which he claimed that the Palestinians 
were obstructing progress in the peace process and averting any 
discussion on substantive matters. Is it because the Palestinians 
are demanding the full implementation of U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338 that they are considered by Israel as 
obstructive progress, asked the daily. The paper said that tbe 
Palestinians are rightly and justly demanding that land be 
exchanged for peace and that they regain their rights and lands 
'usurped by force, and demanding also that they have their own 
legislative power and not a mere authority to carry out adminis- 
trative affairs during the transitional period. The Palestinians 
have been displaying dear keenness, during tbe talks, about their 
desire to have peace and to discuss essential issues that would 
achieve that end; while the Israelis have been p rocra sti nating all 
the time and there is no sign yet that they are willing to change 
their stand and speed up an Arab-Israeli settlement, tbe paper 
said. It is quite dear, said the paper, that the Israelis continue to 
resort to nice words that can only change the form but not the 
essence of the whole situation, but they, at tbe same time 
hardened their stands vis-a-vis aQ tbe issues on the Israel 

tad earlier levelled similar accusations at the Jordanian nego- 
tiators at the Washington parley, claiming that they were delaying 
a settlement, continued the daily. It said that only through 
positive attitudes and practical steps leading to a just settlement 
can peace be achieved. 

A COLUMNIST in Al Ra’i Arabic daily criticised tbe Minif y of 
Education for foiling to prepare sufficient textbooks for schools 
which reopened last month, noting that a great number of 
students are still trying to get school books, four weeks after tbe 
start of tbe new scholastic yeaar. Khalil Abdul Salam quoted the 
director of Curricula Department at the Ministry of Education as 
admitting the failure to provide the books, noting that some of die 
subjects are still to be determined by the Higher Education 
Council. According to the writer, some of tbe books are cm their 
way to the printing press and some are in short supply in most of 
the government and private schools of Jordan. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse . 


By Dr. Failed AJ Fanek 


Economic recovery in the making 


The JORDANIAN economy is currently pus hi ng forward in the 
right direction. Actual results exceeded the targets that were set a 
year ago and thought to be too tough and ambitious to be 
attainable. 

The above was confirmed by the IMF whose experts came oveT 
to examine the actual performance and point out the shortcom- 
ings and delays. Instead, they found tilings far better than tbe 
targets. They were obliged to -adjust tbeir forecasts and update 
thar figures to keepup with the economic momentnm which took 
place since tnid-1991 and accelerated in 1992. 

Instead of prodding the officials to act and move in the right 
direction, the IMF experts were deeply impressed and tried to 
keep op with the advancement of tbe Jordanian economy. As a 
matter of fact, all the fiscal, monetary, trade and investment 
indicators brought good news. 

In the fiscal field, domestic revenue during the first eight 
months of 1992 exceeded 100 percent of all recurring expenditure 
and part of the capital expenditure. This s what all cur five-year 
development plans tried but foiled to achieve. It is being achieved 
now without a formal development plan. Tbe achievement was 
possible due to tbe proper implementation of the structural 
adjustment and the application of sound fiscal policies. 

In tbe monetary area, the performance was equally impressive: 


complete stability of tbe_ Jordanian dinar against tbe dollar ami 
relative stability agafrrer other major currencies was maintained, 
accompanied by a sharp rise to the Central Bank reserve of gold 
and foreign exchange to the highest level at aQ times, although it 
was below zero only three years ago. 

to foreign trade, imports made a fog jump ax evidenced by the 
proceeds of customs duty which, in seven months, exceeded the 
budgeted amount for the whole year. Tbe extra imports were not 
meant only to accommodate higher consumption. The major part 
represents machinery and equipment to accommodate new 
’projects or raw material needed to produce more goods for 
export Exports, on the other hand, grew at a fast rate, especially 
tiie main export items of phosphate, potash and fertilisers. 

Finally, investm en t s took off at an overheated proportion. Tens 
of new small and medium-size projects are being registered at the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade every day. Construction rs going at 
more than double the normal rate at times of relative prosperity. 
Total gross investments and capital formation may reach one 
billion Jordanian dinars for the first time. 

These i mp ressive achievements did not come about by good 
lock. Several factors helped in nmHng it possible. The most 
important of these factors are: generous aid from Japan, 
Germany and other countries, cheap Iraqi erode oil, expatriates 


who were excelled from Kuwait and brought home with them 
part of tbeir savings, the implementation of 

tssf.ser: ™ > 
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especially when it conies to foreign aid. expatnates 
Mdexport markets. But uncertainty is a way of life we m the 
Middle East has perfected over the years- ■ 

The future does not carry risks only, it also cams op portin u- 
tk^A successful peaceful solution of the Middle East crass 

one and die eradualease or hill removal of economic sanctions 
Sf&KoIhur. Any of these two eventualities would give 

the Jordanian economy a long-term boast. . . 

To Wit up, Jordan is moving in the nght direction, both 

politically and econonrically. On the poetical front, we h ^;^ 
adtiredonocrati 5 ation process, political pluralism “^institu- 
tionalised participation in the decision-making, cou P'^7^ th . 
freedom of expression. On the economic front, a structural 
reform is under way to remove distortions and reduce “Chat* 
accompanied by liberalisation of the economy and removal of the 
restrictions that were hindering growth. 


Guided missiles, misguided men 


By Robert W. Bermndes 

War worked so well for George 
Bush tbe last tune, there is no 
reason to believe it would not 
work again. His star soared in the 
polls. U.S. air strikes against Iraq 
aroused uncritical patriotism 
which gave them an aura of reli- 
gions legitimacy. Tbe Gulf war 
• also diverted attention, at a critic- 
al time, from the «n« social and 
economic Qls that Americans 
should hold foremost in their 
thoughts this election year. 

History will one day be forced 
to record that the Bush adminis- 
tration took advantage of die 
U.N. as a cover to promote U.S. 
interests. In 1991, the UJ4. re- 
fused to use language in Resolu- 
tion 678 that would authorise the 
use of force against Iraq, but 
substituted using “all necessary 
•means” to end Iraq’s occupation 
of Kuwait, language which was 
conveniently vague and open to 
manipulation. The resolution was 
designed to give Washington a 
free hand in be ginning hostilities 
with Iraq. 

The Bush admimstation justi- 
fied military action against Iraq 
by appealing to international law, 
but at the same time violated 
Article 42 of tbe U.N. Charter 
which permits sending U.N. 
forces into combat only under 
command of the U.N. Military 
C ommissi on. And thereafter the 
U.S. repeatedly justified military 
action against Iraq, with resolu- 
tions passed by coercion and 
bribery. 

James Webb, former navy 
secretary under Ronald Reagan, 
stated on January 14, 1991: %e 
have bees manoeuvred . into war 
by the Bosh ad m i nis t ra tion ... We 
bought and paid for those U.N. 
resolutions, using taxpayers’ 
money.” Two days later Con- 
gressman Henry Gonzales 
(Texas), presenting a bill of im- 
peachment of George Bush in the 
House, stated that President 
Bush bad "bribed, intimidated, 
and threatened” U.N. Security 
Council members to force their 
support. He read the following 
statement into tbe Congressional 
Record: 

The United Stales promised 
$7bn in economic aid to the 
Soviet Union [described by 
Geoige Bush as a “humanita- 
rian” gesture); promised mffitaiy 
assistance to Colombia; promised 
debt reKef and military aid to 
Zaire; promised $12bn in arms to 
Saudi Arabia; threatened Yemen 
with aid cuts; and paid off $187m 
of U.S. debt owed to tbe United 
Nations. 


When Yemen unexpectedly 
voted “no" in the Security Coun- 
cil, ft may have been toe mast 
expensive vote it ever cast. The 
next day ft received word of tbe 
termination of all U.S. aid. 
Thereupon, Yemen’s ambassador 
to the U.N. stated: “It was incon- 
ceivable that some members of 
the Security Council would vote 
for a resolution to use force which 
was not baaed on an article of toe 
U.N. Charter, and by troops 
whiefawerc not under tbe com- 
mancLof the Secnrity Council.” 
His query has never been 
answered. But ft should be. 

At present toe stand-off be- 
tween the Iraqi leadership and 
U.N. inspection teams has tem- 
porarily defined Bush's author- 
isation of “all n eces sar y means” 


to make Saddam Hussain obey 
United States auth o rity . 

/ 

H« Bush learnt nothing? 

Did George Bush learn nothing 
from his last “victory” to die 
Gulf, where his demonic “Hit- 
ler”, Hussain, is still to 

power? Mr. Bush's “victory” was 
illusory and costly. The people of 
Iraq, die U.S. and tbe world 
cannot afford another military 
action in the Gulf. And tbe cost 
of that war has already under- 
mined the moral prin c ipl es upon 
which onr democracy stands. 
Dropping 88,500 tonnes of explo- 
sives on Iraq is not -token of 
national glory but of moral skk- 


Perhaps most destructive of aQ 
is Mr. Bush's assumption that our 
use of military force was morally 
right because it accompfisbed its 
objectives at a cost to Americans 
that was lower than expected: 200 
American lives in exchange for 
100,000 dead Iraqi soldiers and 
civilians. Is that slaughter morally 
justified because Arabs are some- 
bow less human and, therefore, 
less valuable? Tins revolting be- 
lief has become pervasive, thanks 
to toe president’s repeated enun- 
ciation of ft and the media’s 
unquestioned support. Even the 
American peace movement and 
chu r che s , once so prominently in 
opposition before the Gulf war, 
have not raised tbeir voice in 
opposition since. 

This racist view promises to 


become a pillar of the Bush admi- 
nistration’s “new world order". 
We must challenge it on moral 
and religious grounds, or allow 
that Martin Luther King was right 
when be observed “America is a 
society whose technology has out- 
stripped its civilisation. We have 
guided missiles and misguided 
men.” 

. As ft turned out, the Gulf war 
married an openly racist philoso- 
phy to tbe power of unbridled 
militarism; together they have 
become inseparable. They 
accommodate each other so well 
that few of us dare speak out in 
opposition. President Bush has 
become so confident that the 
.power of these twin scourges will 
generate points for him to toe 
polls that he threatens to unleash 
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them again on the world. 

Another “surgical strike” on 
Iraq by the coalition forces may 
bestow upon tbe U.S. the status 
of mercenary policeman of the 
wild. But at price to the spirit of 
our nation? We now have a sys- 
tem tbat entices its young, its 
poor and its minorities to “be all 
you can be in the Army”, as an. 
easy way to earn enough money 
to pay for college or specialised 
training, once they are inducted 
and serve under a commander-in- 
chief who vetoed tbe Gvfl Rights 
Act of 1990 and opposes minority 
college scholarships. 

Upon returning from World 
War n, although we have forgot- 
ten it, black servicemen often 
faced lynch mobs in the south, 
and black soldiers sent to the 
Korean war found Confederate 
flags, those symbols of slavery, 
flying from navy ships beside the 
Stars and Stripes. One third of 
Mack Americans still live in 
poverty. Almost half the Aroer- ■ 
ican children under the age of 15 ’ 
are trapped in that condition. ' 
What can toe Gulf war. or Mr. 
Bush’s newly threatened war 
there, with the sacrifices ft would ‘ 
entail, contribute to the solving of 
these problems? Our president; 
sees no connection between our " 
general climate of dehumanxsa- ' 
tiooand the organised violence of 
the' state. To rail to connect the ' 
violence and chaos hi daily life -at 
home with the organised, heavily 
financed, systematic violence of; 
our new career as warrior of tbe ' 
world is to remain blind as bats. 

Tbe arguments put forth by the 
president to assure the American ■ 
people and toe world of toe 
“rightness” of tbe Gulf war and , 
the possible need for another 
“surgical strike” - in order to 
defend Saudi Arabia, to restore a 
freedom that never existed in 
Kuwait and, most recently, to 
force Saddam Hussain to accede 
’to Security Council resolutions - 
aO sully toe good name of tbe 
U.S. 

The “new world order” of 
George Bush rests on toe tired, 
brutal and old assum p tion of 
Western i^nogance and “white 
supremacy.” It cannot possibly 
represent the “world”. It is rather 
a plot between about 24 countries 
and their respective power brok- 
ers to control the world's natural 
and human resources. It is most 
clear ly not “order” but both a 
formula for permanent chaos and 
instability ■ overseas and a prog- 
ramme for moral and social rum 
at borne — Middle East Interna- 
tional. 


Saddam’s strategy shuns clash with allies 


By Victoria Graham 

Tbe Associ a ted Press 

BAGHDAD^ — One week 
after the allies imposed a no-fly 
zone over southern Iraq, Saddam 
Hussein's strategy Is a pragmatic 
one of avoiding military con- 
frontation white keeping up a 


Iraq’s most potent-weapons for Saddam 
now appear to be diplomacy, operatic: 
legal arguments and propaganda, he has k 

Some analysts do not believe some 70 
that Saddam Hussein can afford Iraq’s 
to passively stand by and do thefimiti 
nothing while toe Americans and U-S., Bi 
their allies challenge his authority flights w 
and credibility. daily aft 

There’s no doubt toe Iraqis Novembi 
consider the imposition of the air sponsibty 
exclusion zone — set up below Iraq c 
toe 32nd Parallel to help protect beteague 
Shiite Muslim rebels — an out- toe West 
rage and a violation of sovereign- steal its < 
ty that must be resisted. Kurdish : 

But diplomats say Iraq doesn’t Shfite se 
want to provoke another poten- Saddam’: 
dally devastating conflict that ated mi 
would shatter its remarkable Baghdad 
post-Gulf war reconstruction, trai prov 
especially in toe aQ -important oil The K 

sector. tection i 

They said Saddam Hussein establish! 

appears to have chosen toe best with its o 
— if not the only — possible toe nortl 
strategy short of war. But tin 

On Tuesday, the governor of fighting 
Zakhar Province in toe southern cades, ai 
marshes said Baghdad has issued- militarily 


orders not to engage allied air- 
craft 

Western officials claim that be- 
fore President Bush declared tbe 
no-fly zone Last Thursday, the 
Iraqis had been flying an average 
of 30 sorties a day kgainst toe 
Shntes. 

Since then, no Sights have 
been reported over the zone by 
Saddam Hussein’s estimated 150 
operational combat aircraft, all 
he has left from a prewar fleet of 
some 700 jets. 

Iraq’s Leaders apparently hope 
the touted and fragile support lor 
U-S., British ana Frenai over- 
flights will erode, in time, espe- 
cially after the U.S. elections in 
November, if Baghdad acts re- 
sponsibly. 

Iraq is portraying itself as a 
beleaguered country bullied by 
toe Western powers who want to 
steal its ofl and partition it into a 
Kurdish zone in die north and a 
Shfite sector in the south, with 
Saddam’s Sunni Muslim-domin- 


Slmtesl, who dominate the ail-xkh 
south. 

The prospect of a Shiite-held 
zone emerging is considered dis- 
tant unless the allies, or Ban, 
intervene on a large-scale on the 
ground — which seems unlikely 
for tiie present 

But that could happen if Iraq 
launched a major offensive on the 
ground, a move diplomats sag-. 


ated minority regime holding 
Baghdad and toe Landlocked cen- 
tral provinces. 

Tbe Kurds, under allied pro-, 
tection since last year, have 
established a de facto mini-state 
with its own e l e cted legislature in 
toe north. 

But the Kurds, who have been 
fighting for autonomy for de- 
cades, are far better organised, 
militarily and politically, than the 


for Saddam right now. 

The Iraqi opposition claims 
combat is already under way and 
likely to intensify, Baghdad de- 
nies ft is fighting Iraqi Shiites, 
only Iranian infiltrators, army de- 
serters and bandits. 

' On tiie diplomatic front, Iraq 
plans to raise tiie feme of crip- 
pling U.N. economic sanctions 
and tbe allies' militar y interveo- 
.tion at the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment summit in Indon esia. 

Issues of violated sovereignty, 
de facto partition and neo-cot- 
oniaHsm resonate powerfully in 
much of toe developing world, 
which sees tbe Unitea Nations as 
dominated by the Western - 
powers. . 

Baghdad also has been hammer- 
ing away at what it., calls tbe 
illegality of the urifitaiy interven- 
tion. 

It claims allied action is not 
justified by Chapter 7 of toe U.N. 
Charter, which authorises tbe use 
of force. 


Mr. Bush declared the no-fly 
zone under U-N. Resolution 688, 
which demands repression of 
Iraq’s 17 million people must 
stop. 

It is not dear whether Iraq will 
respond to the allied moves by 
becommgmore intransigent in its 
disagreements with the United 
Nations over inspection teams 
charged with destroying Iraq’s 
weapons at mass destruction or 
tiie issue of U.N. guards for relief 
operations. 

A UJL. team now in Baghdad 
has reported that its work is going 

On Sunday night, Saddam 
Hussein, never one to acknow- 
ledge setbacks, urged his country- 
men to be patient and prepare 
themselves for toe right time to 
respond to the a&fcs. 

One Iraqi official said tbe gov- 
ernment would not act recklessly 
and be provoked into firing on 
allied planes, thus providing 
grounds for a Western attack. 

But if tbe allies did drop bombs 
and inflict dvflian' casualties, <fi- 
ptomats suggested, it would hand 
Baghdad a big propaganda 

bonus. 

They say toe big problem is 
tbat tone’s no way to ensure that 
any allied response would be li- 
mited. 

Although anted firepower in 
tbe region is only a fraction of the 
700, 000-strong force marshalled 


for last years’ war, ft is still 
fonmdabte. 

Most of the bridges, key in- 
stallations and oil facilities bat- 
tered during the war have been 
repaired. More than 90 per cent 
of Iraq’s refining capacity has 


been restored. 

To_ throw aO that away to make 
a point of principle by inviting 
another aerial blitzkreig would be 
irrational and would severely test 
Iraq’s war-weary population, the 
diplomats argued. 
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Regent hopes; for momentum in talks 


Peres 


(Cwttawd dtnb page 1) 

Majesty King Hussein md King 
Fahd of Saudi Arabia, the Regent 


“We are very encouraged by 
the perscmal contact between His 
Majesty the* King and king Fahd 
of Sa udi Arabia and members of 
the royal boose in Saudi Arabia. 
We feel effectively that we have 
resumed contact 
"But what is important, of 
course, is that this happened after 


a period of lime in which such 
p ersona l contact has not existed. 
The woridhas changed aronnd us 
— the world is dinging around 
os as we talk — and the scale of 
issues that is to be discussed k of 
greater sophistication, whether 
they are economic issues or secur- 
ity or human mawt - I itrfnk that 
the region has to- engage again 
and possibly the preparation for 
meetings at the highest level with- 
in the region is the only sure 


guarantor on the success of soch 
.meetings in the fating” 

- The Regent said that he was 
confident that the Xing, who 
underwent surgery last month, 
, was not in neetf of feather, medic- 
al attention. 

He said that he was assnred 
afeo by the parliamentary delega- 
tion which visited the King in the 
hospital that the Xing was re- 
covering well. He said that the 
King wffl return to Amman soon. 


(CnOwd from page 1) 


Shbeilat formally charged in court 


(Confined front page l) 
Speafa ngjo ^ reporters after the. 

had asked the prosecutor-general 
of the State Security Court to 
“provide Parliament with the in- 
formation that comes up as the 
cases proceed.** 

Mr. Dughnri Mid ffaat a special 
co mmi ttee — consisting of mem- 
bers from all does and indepen- 
dents — is expected to be framed 
Sunday to follow up on the cases. 

Meanwhile, the atmosphere ax 
the parliament btrikfing was tense 
after news spread that one of the 


senior gitin!nlii ijiti»e employees 

was also detained last Thursday 
for questioning on the Nafeer 
organisation. The detention of 

the employee could not be con- 
firmed. ' 

The parliamentar y statement 
also expressed the deputies’ “re- 
gret over some of the press and 
writers’ debate on this issue with- 
out having information, and their 
direct or indirect incrimination” 
of tbe detained deputies. The 
statement urged tbe press “to 
leave the issue to the judicial' 
branch in order to protect public 
rights and freedoms.” 

Some of tbe local papers have 


covered Mr. Shbeilat ancTMr. 
Qairash’s detention by quoting 

statements and allegations that 
could incriminate the two,' 
according to critics of the mafia's 
coverage of the case. 

“The press cannot and should 
not form a predetermined opin- 
ion and prejudge (the detained 
deputies) — whether it is incrimi- 
natmg or dealing them,” Mr. 
Dughnri stressed. 

According to legal sources, Mr. 
Qarrash has riot yet been ques-* 
tkraed by the State Security 
Court prosecution pending the 
appointm ent of an attorney to 
represent him. 


More arrests of groups reported I . Somalia 


(C ontinued from page 1) 
meat’s minimum opposition to its 


“Yon can almost feel the Mas- / 
hm Brotherhood movement slow- / 


the country,” said one analyst 

Tins tacit agreement repeated- 
ly shows itself beginning with tbe 
gov ernm ent’s approval of the 
choice-of Abdul Latif Arabtyat as 
House speaker last autumn np to 
and including the latest adminis- 
trative appointments in which the 
movement’s associates and mem-' 
here were given prominent posi- 
tions, inclnding an ambassa- 
dorship. 

“I don’t really see it as a 
crackdown on the Islamic move- 
ments as such.” a seasoned 
analyst and former senior official 
said of tbe latest arrest of Islam- 
ists. 

“The government is actually 
saying that now we have demo- 
cracy and anyone can operate 
exactly as they want wi thin that 
democracy,” the ^former senior-* 
official added. 7 

“However^even in a democrat - 
cy, armed movements win not be - 
tolerated, whether* they nat- 
Islamist or not. The government 
of Sharif Zeid is obviously mak- 
ing it dear that it wants to protect 
the democratic experiment but 


Iraq fears 
Iranian action 


will not allow any tampering with i 
: state security.” 

In' commenting on his move- 
ment's relations with tbe govern- 
ment, speaker Arabiyat de- 
scribed the role of the Islamic 
movements as a “source of 
strength and one of the leafing 
forces behind the democratic pro- 
cess.” At die same time he reas- 
serted his party's rejection of any 
aimed movement, “whether Isla- 
mic or non-Islanric.” 

1 In the case brought against Mr. 
Qarrash and Mr. SbbeOat, “in- 
formed sources” were quoted as 
| saying the problem was. larger 
than the mere acquisition of arms 
*and is more concerned with docu- 
ments which were found at the 
joint office of theideputies which 
.contain “ highl y classified in- 
formation winch can only be used 
to barm tbe Kingdom political- 
ly.” . 

In details published by |A1 Hayat 
newspaper, the documents con- 
fiscated when the search was con- 
ducted at tiie time of Mr. Qar» 
rash’s arrest ‘contained informa- 
tion which would indicate that the 
group (A1 Nafeer) was collecting 
information on Jordan’s security 
<wH Iracp-Joidanian relation and 
are not relevant to parliamentary 


Although sources said that 
these documents could be traced 
to Mr. Qarrash, “there was no 
concrete evidence which would 
.incriminate Mr. Shbeilat in con- 
nection utitfa these documents 


allow the troops in. Otherwise, 
the U.N. sokfiers could come 
trader fire. - 

The dangers facing the troops 
were illustrated Aug. 28, when 
two unarmed U.N. military 
observers were shot and wounded 
near the port of Mogadishu, the 
main entry point for international 
aid. 

Die U.N. Security Council has 
decided to send 3,000 other 
troop to Somalia, in addition to 
the 500 Pakistanis, bat has not yet- 
won the agreement of the warring 
parties to their frill deployment. 

The U.S. stepped up its merry 
airlift for Somalis Saturday as 
military cargo planes made a 
dozen sorties to Somalia nH 
northern Kenya, officials said. 

“Our "tiwinn is open-ended 
and we*D fly as long and as often 
as we’re told to,” said Warrant 
Officer Hartman in Mom- 
basa, the Kenyan part.w&kh has 
become a base for the Americans 
relief operation launched on 
Ang.,21. 

Huge C-130 Herctifes^ cargo 
iflania fOTtfiefiriff time made two 
nights to Baidoba, 220 kilometres 
westof Mogadishu. Thousands of 
starving peasants have crowded 
into tbe town in sea rch of food. 

*Thc Americans have agreed to 
fly 26 tonnes of maize meal in a 
day until mid-September for us 
there,” said United Nations 
World Food Programme spokes- 
man Paul Mitchell. 


He recalled that when Israel 
and Syria reached a fisengage- 
roent agreement in 1974, Syria 
refused to sun tbe agreement 
directly with Israel. Syria signed, 
on to the agreement only via an 
Egyptian delegation, Mr. Rabi- 
novich said. 1 

Acting U.S. Secretary of State; 
Lawrence Eagieburger praised 
Syria Friday for the negotiating 
proposal it gave Israel. He called 
tbe document “a major step” in 
Middle East peace talks. 

Not .much is know publicly 
about tbe paper Syrian nego- 
tiators gave tbeir Israeli counter- 
parts earlier tins week, except 
that it proposes a peace agree- 
ment if Israel gives bad: the 
Golan Heights. 

Mr. Eagfebmger said the docu- 
ment fell for short of answering) 

twawy ftimtiun gntal points—— snA i 
as whether Syria would demand! 
the return of all the Golan or just; 
“some" of it. * 

Syria's chief negotiator, 
Muw&ffak Al ADaf, said Thurs- 
day jtis g ov ernm ent wanted the 
retu rn or all Arab territory occu- 
pied, by Israel in 1967* 

-But Mr. Eagleburger*s com- 
ment appeared to suggest Syria; 
might be willing to settle for less. 

M*. Eagieburger said the doco-l 
ment also fid not spell out what 
kind of peace agreement Syria 
envisaged with IsraeL 
The document “is a major step 
forw ar d on the part of tbe Syrian 

g rr wj - nmm t and I tfrinlr one tO 

be applauded and embraced,” 
Mr. Eagfebmgcr said on Cable 
News Network (CNN). 

It was the first time Syria has 
presented a written proposal 
since peace talks were launched 
under U.S. a — pices last October. 

Israel has promised to respond 
in writing, probably when its 
negotiators r et urn to resume the 
talks on Sept 14. 

Mr. Eagieburger, who met 
with tbe negotiators before they 
recessed Thursday, said be hopes 
for further progress. 

Israeli Prune Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin said both Israel and Syria 
still fa»d to set out their full 
negotiating positions. 

Mr. Rabin told Israel Televi- 
sion oh Friday that there had not 
yet been a breakthrough in tbe' 
folks with Syria, bat he added: “I* 
don't think the Syrians have yet 
jJjownafl their cards just a* we 
TaveilY'shdwh alTour cards!" •• 
“We have not revealed what, 
price we are prepared. to pay m 
for foil peace.” 

Asked by the television inter- 
viewer if be could accept Syria’s 
demand for a complete withdraw- 
al, Mr. Rabin said: *T won’t say 
today what I*m prepared for and 
what not. But weVe made it very 
dear there are different inter-, 
'pretations of U.N. Resolution' 
242.” ' 


Kabul- 

'(Confined from page ]) j 
- Hezb fighters were en g a ging 
troops of the fiocmeriy communist 
militia moving south alo ng th e 
main Salang Highway ~i fros fee 


former Soviet border to reinforce 

the capital in violation of the 
peace, accord, he said. 

Mr. Qammy said the Islamic 
gov er nm e n t had began the pro- 
cess of removing former com- 
munists from positions of power 


;as required under the ceasefire. 
He gave no details. 

| He accused the Hezb of faffing 
to mount a similar purge of its 
ranks. 

1)*e chief Hezb conditiori for 
the ceasefire was withdrawal 


hour Kabul of the former com- 
munist militia im<w General 
Rashid Dostum. 

Mr. Qammy said former com- 
munist forces had been incorpO- 
I rated into a security bdt aronnd 
’the city. 



The New Technological 
Hearing Aid from 
UNITRON 

UNITRON hearing aid features: 

- So tiny that it is hardly visible 
-Easy to use 

•v- Protector wax barrier 

. - *>■ * ,f “ p 

- Comprehensive audiological assessment 

- Detailed & accurate hearing aid evaluation t 

- Superior battery life 1 

- Guaranteed maintenance and spare parts 



For inquires and more information, please call: 

Scientific & Medical Supplies Co. 

ESg9 Tel : 624907 Fax : 628258 
Jabal Amman, • 

Opposite Greater Amman Municipality 


(Con tend from page 1) j 

4 “Hie (Mr. Oral) is being part of 

• the plot to divide Iraq into three 
parts as if he does not understand 
that such a plan will also lead to 
the partition of Turkey,” Bnlent , 
Ecevit, a former premier and the 
leader of the Democratic Left; 
party, said in a statement. 

Mr. Oral organised tbe meet- 
ing with the Iraqi opposition lead- 
ers on Wednesday, reportedly 
witbont the knowledge of Pre- 
mid- Suleyman Demirel. 

It came at a time when the 
Ttarlrisb government has express- 
ed disappointment over the lates t 
U.S.-led initiative to restrict Iraqi 
air traffic south of die 32nd Para- 
llel. 

. Turkey fears that partitition of 
Iraq into southern Shiite, central 
Sunni and northern Kurdish 
j, zones could strengthen Turkey’s 
^ rebellions Kurds. It is also unhap- 
py with Iraqi Kurdish attempts to 
forge a more independent region. 

U-N. team In Iraq 
"Three U.N. chemical experts' 
arrived in Iraq Saturday to assess- 
whether the country is ready to 
start the hazardous task of des- 
troying its chemical weapons 
arsenal. j 

Briton Ron Manley, head of 
the three-member team, said they* 
would i inspect two plants built byi 
Iraq to do tbe job and report back ! 
totee U.N. special conmussian in| 
charge of scrapping all Irtqij 
weapons of mass destruction 
under the terms of tbe Golf war} 

: cea sefir e. 


NAM declaration! 

- (Continued Aram page 1)| 

Muslim stales want Yugoslavia 

— which now c on s i sts only of 
Serbia and Montenegro — kicked 
out African countries fear such a 
move would set a precedent for 
tbeir sep a r a tist gr o ups . 

Yugoslavia has strongly de- 
fended its record, saying it is not 
involved- in attacks by Seths on 
nrnmfri Muslims. 

Tbe two issues are not men- 
tioned in the “Jakarta Message” 
a statement to be separate from 
_^ hc final declaration. The official 
**taid members rejected calls for 
foe indnskn of specific prob- 
lems, except for Palestine and 
Sooth Africa. 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE, RELIABLE 


PACKMG, MR FREIGHT 

FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

„ INT’L EST. 
Packing, shipping, 
■forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 




•fr Kais Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 
* Shoes repair * Engraving 
☆ Keys-Service 

■fr Uphotstry, curtains & carpets 
deeming 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

M e c ca Street, behind pizza 
Hat, phone U]HI, Fax 

tarn 
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Jordan Times :: 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open djuly 
Uffi - 15ti$ & 1839 - 23’38 

Teh 03-314415 


MOVING l 


Ijet AiarnacAjrG^ 
take care of tte vvof fe, 

Door to Door. 


in Jordan 

IstCfrde, Jabal Amman, near 

ANiyyahpirts School 

. . 


Open daily 12:00*3:30 
p.m. - 

, 6:30-Mfdnigh( 
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4 Rent S- Sale 

-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfurnished, 

- Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please caH: 


Tel.: 810605, 810809 
Fax: 810520 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
/Estate, near Kilo 
\ Supermarket 

Mongolian Bvbtqire for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities/ 

Open daily 12:06 -3:30 
p.m. \ 

. 6:30 -Midnight j 


TheJFitst Class Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
_ Kitchenette in every 
room-! 


IIAItOTEL 

ll^<|l|l= 


'. Amman -Tel. 668193 
P 0 Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
. Telex ‘23888 DAROTL JO ’ 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatriatesand 
Businessmen 
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Mr. Chan. D. H. 

Take away service 
& home delivery 
Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 1 

18:30 - Midnight 
■abal Amman-3rd Circle 1 


RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
SkfflQd Chinese Chefs 


t i l ■ ■ I 


Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 


Akwys Loved 
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Connors runs out of miracles 
U.S. Open; Capriati is upset 


NEW YORK (R) — Time caught 
up with ageless wonder Jimmy 
Connors at the U.S. Open. 

-‘ In a match between two former 
-top-ranked players with eight 
U.S. Open titles between them, 
• .the 40-year-old Connors ran out 
l of miracles as he fell to Ivan 
. -Lendl in the second round 3-d 6-3 
6-2 64). 

Lendl took control of the 
match in the second set and sent 
home disappointed the more than 
20,000 fans who came out in 
hopes of inspiring Connors to his 
99th career U.S. Open win. 

Instead Connors suffered bis 
17th consecutive loss to Lendl in 
his 36th meeting with his old 
nemesis, ending dreams of a re- 
peat of last year’s heroics when 
Connors reeled off several amaz- 
ing come-from-behmd wins in an 
inspiring run to the semifinals. 

“I guess it's hell being 40,” 
Connors quipped. “Unfortunate- 
ly I couldn't stay m there and 
keep chasing balls down like I did 
in the first set.” 

Earlier Friday, Cambodian- 
born Canadian Patricia Hy sent 
shock waves through the 
women's competition just a day 
after tiie stunning upset of four- 
time Open champion Martina 
Navratilova when she picked off 
sixth-seeded Olympic gold 
medallist Jennifer Capriati 7-5 6-4 
in a third*round match. 

Showing no fear and little re- 
spect for Capriati's ranking or 
ability from the service line, Hy 
dictated points, confounded the 
American with beautifully- 
executed touch volleys and broke 
her three times m each set. 

“I always knew I had it in me. 
It was just a matter of letting it 
come out,” said the excited 27- 
year-old, who had lost to Capriati 


at the Open the last two years. 

“I said, maybe the third time 
will be my lucky charm," added 
Hy, who next faces Helena Soko- 
va, a straight-sets winner over 
Led McNeil. 


Early-round upsets on the 
women's side have been a rarity 
at the Open in die past, but this 
year six seeds have already fallen 
in the first three rounds. 

Capriati’s ouster made for a 
much smoother road to the semi- 
finals for top-seeded defending 
champion Monica Seles, who we 
expected to face (he American in 
the quarterfinals. 

Seles rolled into the round of 
16 Friday night by trouncing Ger- 
many's Claudia Porwik 6-4 64). 

The Yugoslav world number 
one was 1-4 down in the first set 
before reeling off 11 games in a 
row for another impressive vic- 
tory. 

Seles's counterpart on the 
.men’s side, defending champion 
Stefan Ed berg, bad a similar out- 
ing against Jakob Hlasek of 
Switzerland on an extremely busy 
day at Flushing Meadow. 

The second-seeded Swede fell 
behind 0-4, then won 19 of the 
next 23 games for a 7-5 6-2 6-1 
nan as he recaptured the elegant 
volley touch that led him to the 
tide here last year. 


the old warrior would continue a 
remarkable U.S. Open record. 
Connors had been 88-1 in Open 
matches in which he won the first 
set. 

But Lendl has had his share of 
success here and also considers 
the stadium court at the National 
Tennis Centre his home court. 

From 1982 through 1989 Lendl 
made consecutive trips to the 
final and long ago teamed to deal 
with boisterous New York fans 
rooting against him. 

“You have to go through it 
many times to shut it out,” said 
Lendl, who is playing his first 
open as a U.S. citizen. 

While the women continue to 
lose marquee players, there were 
no surprises on the men’s side. 

Wimbledon champion Andre 
Agassi rolled over Spaniard Fran- 
cisco Roig with die loss of just six ' 
games, whOe 1990 Open winner 
Pete Sampras posted a routine 
straight-sets win over Czechoslo- 
vak Martin Damm. 

Seventh seed Boris Becker, the 
1989 champion, joined the other 
top contenders in the third round 
when American Robbie Weiss 
retired with the German leading 
two sets to one. 


fought back from two sets down 
to reach die third round. 

Women’s fourth seed Gabriels 
Sabatini fought off a serious chal- 
lenge from Natalia Zverevak of 
the CIS to take her place in the 
round of 16 with a 64 5-7 6-4 win. 

She was joined in the fourth 
round by Mary Pierce (16) and 
seventh seed Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez, who finally posted a straight- 
sets win after being stretched to 
three sets in her first two match- 


es. 


Connors played a superb first 
set, serving with authority and 
making nearly every shot, while 
Lendl appeared to be saving 
energy in hope of wearing down 
the five-timj champion. 

“I thought the first set was the 
best he has played against me in 
many, matches,*' Lendl said. 

When Connors broke the ninth 
seed to begin the seoond set the 
crowd went wild and it seemed 


Also moving into the third 
round were Wimbledon runner- 
up Goran Ivanisevic, the fifth 
seed, fourth-seeded former 
French Open champion Michael 
Chang and lOth-seeded Spaniard 
Caries Costa, who scored only his 
third bardcourt win of the year in 
his first U.S. Open. 

American Mafivai Washington 
( 8 ), Frenchman Guy Forget (13) 
and South African Wayne Fer- 
reira ( 12 ) also joined the seeded 
parade as did 15th-seeded Dutch- 
man Richard Krajicek, who 


Sabatini summoned up some 
mental toughness Friday to finish 
off the dangerous Natalia 
Zvereva and avoid the fate that 
had already sent six women's 
seeds packing at the U.S. Open. 

"I don’t know what hap- 
pened,” Sabatini said about her 
troubles in completing the vic- 
tory. “Probably I was rushing a 
little bit I wanted to finish the 
match.” 

Sabatini said the spate of up- 
sets in the usually placid women’s 
draw did not surprise her. 

“Today, women's tennis is very 
competitive. Everyone is so 
tough,” she said. “Especially 
Natasha, she is playing very 
well.” 

The beat on a hazy day at the 
National Tennis Centre took its 
toll on both players. 

Sabatini said* she noticed 
Zvereva tiring in the seoond set, 
and after she dropped the first 
game of the third set, the Argen- 
tine requested time to leave the 
court and change her shirt before 
continuing the match. 

U I just felt like I couldn’t finish 
the match,” Sabatini said, the 
frustration still evident in her 
voice. “But in the last game I just 
decided to take it point by point. 
That is how I won it.” 


Young wins 400-m buries, 
piles up commanding lead 


TURIN, Italy (AP) — Olympic 
Champion Kevin Young was well 
off his world record and even the 
47-second mark, bu! won the 
400-metre hurdles in 48.16 
seconds Friday night at the IAAF 
Grand Prix final to take a com- 
manding lead for the overall sea- 
son title. 

Young, running his last race of 
the season, beat WInthrop Gra- 
ham of Jamaica and Samuei^ia- 
tete of Zambia at the finish line. 

Winthrop, a silver medalist^je- 
hind Young at last month’s Olym- 
pics in Barcelona, was timed in 
48.25. Matcte had 48.34. 

Another American, McGinton 
Neal placed fourth, in 48.91. 

Young took a much applauded 
parade lap after the race and 
explained that strong wind and 
fatigue from a busy season pre- 
vented him from breaking the 
47-second barrier which was his 
goal for the closing event of the 
18-staae- _Grand Prix circuit. 

DpiEgs Mitchell was off to a 
fantastic start and beat fellow- 
Amfrican Carl Lewis for a 
secohd time in two weeks in the 
MW - ' Metres. 

■ AfitchcU, winner at the U.S. 
Ifriab and a bronze medalist at the* 
Olympics, led from start to finish 
in 10.09 seconds and said “1 really 
'needed this victory as I had a few 
good races this year.” 

One good race was certainly 
the one in Copenhagen last 
month when he edged Lewis, 
taking advantage of an apparent 
false start, to finish in wind-aided 
9.92. 

Lewis, who was timed ir. 10.18, 
said he had a poor start. “Mitch- 
ell instead had an unbelievable 
start,” he added. 

Organisers said the winner’s 
reaction time was 0.129. 

Leroy Burrell, Lewis’ team- 
mate with Santa Monica, finished 
third in 1020 . 

Namibian Frank Fredericks 
edged Nigerian Olapade Ade- 
niken for fourth place. 

Adeniken, who defeated 
Olympic Champion Linford 
Christie three times after the 


Olympics, ended in tie with the 
British veteran sprinter, at 43 
points, in the individual IAAF 
speciality standings. 

Christie did not start in the 
finals here to prepare for a much- 
awaited duel with Lewis in the 
100 metres in Tokyo on Sept. 19. 

A first prize of $150,000 will be 
at stake in the Royal Sprint be- 
tween the Barcelona champion 
arid the winner of die world title 


a replay of iris Olympic 
failure in Barcelona; Sergie Bub- 
ka made three consecutive mis- 
takes at 5.85 metres, his entry 
measure, and was eliminated 
from the pole vault event. 

The Ukrainian ace, who set a 
world record of 6.12 metres at 
Padua, Italy, last Sunday — bis 
31st world mark indoor-outdoor 
— received a mix of whistles and 
applause from the crowd. 

Bubka will have two mote 
opportunities for record attempts 
in Reiti, Sunday and in Tokyo. 

Two Olympic champions, Mike 
Marsh and William Tanui, were 
upset in the 200 metres and 800- 
metre races. 

Fredericks came from behind 
to produce a terrific finish and 
beat Americans Michael Bates 
and Marsh in 20.20 seconds. 

Bates had 2039 and Marsh 
20.41. 

Italy’s Andrea Benvenuti, 
warmly supported by partisan 
fens, took the 800 metres in 
1:45.61 minutes, ahead of Ke- 
nyan Nixon Kiprotich and Bri- 
tain’s Tom McKean. 

Tanui lagged fourth, in 1:46.09 
minutes. 

Kenyan runners swept the 
three top places in foe mile, with 
Wilfred Kirochi winning in 
4:00.06 minutes and William 
Kemei and Joseph Oiesire taking 
second and third place respective- 
ly- 

Ameycan Jim Spivey finished 
fourth, 0.48 behind tfcie winner. 

In the women’s events, Heike 
Drechsler won the long jump 
with a leap of 7.12 metres on her 
sixth and last attempt. 
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Q.l — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4J108S4 SQJ532 5 AS 
rhe bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 
I * 1 NT 7 

What action do you take? 


Q-2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 


6A97642 9RJ 0Q43 *A10 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 v Pass l * Pa aa 

2* Pass ? 

Whot do you bid now? 


What do you bid now? 

Q.4 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

*KI0 ?A 0AQ532 +AKQJ 6 
The bidding baa proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 0 Pass 1 4 Pass 

3 4 Pass 3 4 Pass .. 

? 

What do you bid now? 


42 


Q-3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4AS5 TCB43 ❖ASS 41065 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
Pass Pans 1 V 
? 


Q*5- — East-West vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

4AJ92 ?KJ42 Q6543 
The bidding has proceeded: 

East South West North 

1 0 Pass 1 NT DM 

Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

Q. 6 — Neither vulnerable, ea South 
you hold: 

4A4 PA102 0AQ63 4K982 
Partner opens foe bidding with one 
spade. What do you respond? 


Fischer demands to be 
addressed as champion 


SVETT STEFAN, Yugoslavia 
(AP) — Bobby Fischer deman- 
ded Saturday that all journalists 
write about his $5 million match 
with Boris Spassky as foe World 
Chess Championship or be bar- 
red from covering any more of its 
games. 

As '^punishment” for repor- 
ters’ failure to treat him as foe 
reigning champion so far, the 
American chess player making a 
come back j after 20 years ordered 
a news blackout Saturday’s, third 
game. - »• - w’m >• 

No journalists were to be 
allowed into the spectators hall 
for foe game, and television 
monitors showing the play were 
to be turned off at foe press 
centre. The game's result was to 
be disdosed only later by match 
officials. 

Fischer won the first game 
Wednesday and the two players 
played to a draw Thursday, so 
Fischer leads the series, 1-0. The 
first to win 10 games wins the 
match. 

The 49-year-old Fischer's tem- 
per is legendary. At a pre-match ■ 
news conference Tuesday, be 
spat on a U.S. Treasury Depart- 
ment letter warning him not to go 
through with his match because it 
would violate U.S. sanctions 
against Yugoslavia. 


Fischer’s demands Saturday 
were relayed by foe harried 
match organiser, Jedzzmir VasO- 
jevic, at a specially called news 
conference on “future collabora- 
tion with journalists.” He 
pleaded with the world’s journal- 
ists to comply with Fischer ■ ulti- 
matum. 

Fischer has maintained that be 
is foe world champion since his 
1972 triumph ' oven Spassky ; in. 
Reykjavik,- Iceland. But_ the’ 
paris- basfcij Iriterriational Ghess 
Federation, considered- the gov- 
erning body of chess, does not 
recognise him as the world cham- 
pion and therefore does not con- 
sider foe match in Yugoslavia a 
world championship. 

The federation stripped Fischer 
of foe title in 1975 because he 
refused to defend it against 
Anatoly Karpov under ground 
rules it set. Karpov became offi- 
cial world champion and later lost 
the crown to the current official 
champion, Garry Kasparov. 

Yugoslav organisers managed 
to lore the redose out of retire- 
ment with the offer of $335 
million if he wins and 1.65 million 
if be loses. They have been cater- 
ing to Fischer’s every demand, 
from the choice of opponent, to 
the size of foe table and foe 
distance away spectators can sit. 


Pan- Arab Games 
open in Damascus 


DAMASCUS (R) — The 7th 
Pan- Arab Games were declared 
open in the Syrian capital but few 
of foe Arab World’s top athletes 
were in attendance. 

■ Syrian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud ZqT ri declared the 
games open in a ceremony which 
started with a parade of foe 
thousands of participants. 

- That was followed by parachu- 
ters landing with flags of the 17 
countries taking part in the two- 
week tournament. 

Algeria’s Hasriba Boulmerka, 
who won the women’s 1,500- 
metre gold medal at foe Barcelo- 
na Olympics, was the only Olym- 
pic medallist sportswoman to par- 
ticipate. 

Other Arab sports stars mainly 
from Morocco and Algeria did 
not show up either because they 
were resting after foe Olympics 
or were compet i ng elsewhere. 

Three of foe 20-member Arab 
League are not taking part — 
Libya because of a U.N. air. 
embargo. Somalia because it is in 
chaos and Iraq because other 
Arab countries threatened . to 
boycott foe games if the Iraqis 
showed up. 

The remaining 17 countries 
have sent more than 2,500 sports- 
men and women to compete for 
999 medals in 14 sports. . . 

As at all gatherings under Arab 
League auspices, Palestinians are 
taking part with full national sta- 
tus. 

Syria has the biggest team, with 
more than 400 participants and 
officials, while Morocco, one of 
the giants of Arab sport and the 
host of the last Pan-Arab Games 
in 1985. has sent only 24. 

The three main Maghreb states 

— Morocco, T unisi a and Algeria 

— have traditionally dominated 
Arab sporting events though their 
governments have sometimes had 
trouble persuading their best 
sportsmen to compete against fel- 
low Arabs when they can earn 
large sums at events outside the 
region. 

At the 1985 games, they took 
112 of the gold medals against 47 
for all the other countries put 
together. 

Iraq was also a strong conten- 
der then, with 20 golds. 

Baghdad apparently tried to 
send a fMm of 170 for the 


foe border from Jordan. 
Mndallel, foe head of 
the organising committee in 
Damascus, said he did not know 
of an Iraqi team and the Iraqis 

it told 


him they planned to 


Damascus games but a 
newspaper said Friday foe Syrian 
authorities prevented tbem .cros- 


bad not 
come. 

Gulf sports officials said the 
. Arab Sports Confederation had 
not invited Iraq because of objec- 
tions from the Arab states which 
fought Iraq in foe Gulf War last 
year. 

The games have had a che- 
quered history largely because 
few Arab countries have been 
wiffing to pot up foe funds to 
finance them. Commercial spon- 
sorship is in its infancy in the 
region. 

The first Pan-Arab Games 
took (dace in the Egyptian city of 
Alexandria in 1953 and were 
meant to recur every four years. 

They were held regularly until 
1965 but then lapsed until Syria 
stepped in to revive them in 1976. 
Morocco saved them from obli- 
vion again to host foe 6 th Pan- 
Arab Games in 1985. 

Sports officials in Damascus 
said none of the Algerian or 
Moroccan athletes who won med- 
als at the Olympic Games in 
Barcelona in July and August had 
yet confirmed they were coating. 

■ But foe official Algerian News 
Agency (APS) Said Boulmerka 
would lead a team of 171 Alge- 
rian participants. 

Azzedme Brahmi, a finalist at 
Barcelona in the 3,000 metres 
steeplechase, and bronze medal- 
ist boxer Hodne Sohani are also 
talcing part, the Algerian media 
said. 

But there was no confirmation 
that Nouredine Morceli, the 
1500 metres men’s world cham- 
pion, would attend. 

A spokesman for the Athletics 
Federation in Morocco said the 
country’s stars, ■ such as Khalid 
Skah and Brahim Boutayeb, 
would not compete in Damascus 
becasue foe dates conflicted with 
their programmes or because 
they , were resting. 

■ The 14 events at the two weeks 
of games indude football, by fer 
the most popular sport in the 
Arab World. 

The venues are in Damascus 
and foe provincial cities of Alep- 
po, Hama and Latakia, where foe 
Mediterranean Games took place . 
five years'-ago.-/- 


Austriabeats U.1C to wunr 
women’s Bridge Olympiad 


it 


SALSOMAGGIORE, It 
— Austria, bouncing 
an early setback, defeated United 
Kingdom 266-218 to win foe 
women’s Contract Bridge Olym- 
piad. 


Meanwhile, France was leading 
120-59 over the defending cham- 
pion United States halfway 
through the final of the Olym- 
piad’s open division. 

The British women got off to a 
strong start during foe first half qf 
their 96-hand match. But the 
turning point came in foe fourth 
of foe sbe segments. 


contracts that the British lost and 
collec ted large penalties. . They 
scored 95 points, in the segment, 
more than they had scored in the 
first three segments combined. 

Aus tria increased its lead to 56 
points in the firet segment Friday, 
then relaxed through the second 
segment as Britain made a small 
gam. 


Austria made slams that the 
British didn’t bid, made game 


The Austrian team consisted of 
three partnerships. The most ex- 
perienced as a pair were Terri 
Weigkricht and Doris Fischer, 
who have been partners for five 
years. They competed for Austria 
in the 1988 Olympiad in Venice 
and foe 1991 cup in Yokohama. 


HAVE YOU REALLY 
BEEN AWAY AT 
CAMP? 


THEN I GUESS I SHOULD 
TAKE ALL MY THINGS 
PUT OF YOUR ROOM.. . 

z< d 



EVERY TIME I GO 
AWAY SOMEPLACE | 
YOU MOVE INTO 
MY ROOM! 




Andy Capp 



X*VE JUST SEEN 
r ON TWIT SCALES 4 

iNlWEoevvsr»s, 
RjO-rveiOST* 
TWO POUNDS 
SINCE 
LAST WEEK/ 




tL 



HOW COME?’ 
WHS* SHE’S, 
• ON THE -r 
SAME WE r 

AS me? 



Mutton 9 Jeff 



FORECAST FOR SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 6, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: You 
are now able to work out any 
emotional or romantic problem 
with more than usual ease, espe- 
cially if you buDd up the CgO Ot 
your mate or loved one. Affection 
is returned. 

ARIES: (March 21. to April 19) 
You now are able to work out a 
mffjfir course of action whereby 
you will be able to put your ener- 
gies where they bring the best 
potential results- 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
You Eke to know how you can best 
enjoy yourself and just what it will 
rpg t and this is the day to delve 
deeply into both of these. 
GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Your home becomes the centre of 
your activities now and just what 
you can do to have a more stable 
set of conditions there for the 
future. ’ 

MOON CHILDREN: (Jane 22 to 
July 21) In whatever plans you now 
make for some recreation or 
amusement be sure to indnde 
members of your family for having 
best possible enjoyment. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Con- 
sulting with members of your 
household brings some excellent 
ideas for ways to increase your 
income and assets in some joint 
endeavour. 


ever sources are available and it 
becomes yours. 

LIBRA: (September 23 lo October 
22) Take some time out today to 
look into your financial position 
even if it is on a Su&day and yo u 
get an awareness bow to improve 
your material arrangements. 
SCORPIO*. (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Look ahead to what will 
help you to gain anticipated aims 
and then let good friends know 
what they arc and you get more 
assistance than you i m a g i n e. 
SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) A day to consider 
your outride ambitions and the 
progress you are making to obtain 
them and render seme public ser- 
vice’ to send your reputation sky 
high. 


VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Put that discriminating mind of 
yours to work today going after 
information you need from what- 


CAPfUCORN: (December 22 to 
Januaiy 20) A very good time to go 
on any sort of a jaunt or expedition 
with a dose and purposeful friend 
for yon can obtain whatever you 
are after. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 toFebni- 
ary 19) You have an influential 
person who is very much interested 
in your abilities and you can per- 
fect diem today so you get rich 
rewards from them. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) You have some new or adv- 
anced goals that require much dis- 
cussion with and the approval of an 
outside associate if you are to bring 
you §pe results. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



I THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


-Unscramble these four JurnWea, 
.one letter to each square, to form 
{four ordinary words. 


bOWJibout looting — ■ - • 
in tor a boor, 

Charter? 


'Got 


FROYE 


n 

III 

■BHess^l an te 



WRI 

□BE 



L 

_L 

_U 


ARGETT 


3 1 1 

tn 



RETULB 


mm 



TO BETTER YOUR 
LOT, PO THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


‘Print answer here, 


"Liu tinm 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CHUTE ALIAS EVOLVE PATTER 


Answer What the borer who^atwa^jost managed to 


get to know very 


ROPES" 


THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Part of a Latin 

dm 

5 Housetop 
9 Retained 

13 Bind 

14 Sea birds 

16 Author James 

17 Kind of bargain 


19 Flower 

20 Marine anfrnai 
22 bvftepen&abie 

24 Excavation 

25 Watery swartng 
27 Luster 
SOStrabbr. 

31 Dertat ”. 
expr essi on 

35 Mountain lake 

36 Fed 

38Magnafllof 

movies 

39 Mythical ship 

40 Cue down a shfp 

41 Roentgen's 
picbiB 

42 Spinks or Uris 

43 OsddbSng agent 

44 Carry 

45 Chemical 
compound 

47 Hamming 

sands 

4G Propeied a raft 
49 Renders 


1 

1 

1 

• 

n 




17 




■9 

_ 





M 

a 

a 

a 


« 




as 




a 




« 









a 


a 

■ 




1 




□ 



- 


ta to b« 


4 Prepare fora 


5 Send payment 

6 Mine finds 


51 Assn. 
SZRoastteg 
55 ffede center 
60 Dry riverbed 
51 Nasser's 
successor 

63 Toward the 
center 

64 DR old style 

65 Reft 
66 — do-well 
67 riches 


56 


DOWN. 

1 Mountains 

2 Brewing 
Item 

3 On the Caspian 


7 Precarious 
placetoftro . 

8 — de-tance 
SPuraueaBeffleft 

aim 

10 MU oath 

11 —majesty 

12 Land paper 

15 Sound measure 
21.FIvB-epot 
23 Gef. river 
28 Egg package 
urtts 

27 Not quite moWy 

28 Rabbits 

29 Rya fungus 
30Ca*ousfy 

forward . 

32 Sign up; var. 

33 M ata 1 m ay 
related ■ 

34 Uka asters 
36 — ! felagnon 


Yartartiay’a Panto Sefcreti: 


nnQR nnnn 

nnnn 

mnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn 
mnnnn 

nnnnL, nnn nnrcnn 
mnnnn nnnn nnnn 
0 nnnn mnrjnnn 
mnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnmnnnnn 
nnn. 1 nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnhnm 
nnnn nnnn nmnn 


37 Shoe width 
46 Mapabbr. ■ 

48 — born pubBoo 

50 Major or Minor 

51 Chose 
52Corwhca 

63 "Citizen — “ 


54 Rrst place 
56Mascufina 
57 Curare's cousin 
58lndtanMw 
GOJMMy’a 
alan 

«2 Reply; abbr. 
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AMSTERDAM (R) — The Wil- 
fred States and the Ntehmtenids 
Friday sealed ton world’s, first 
^open skies” accord allowing 
their national airlines unots- 
dieted access to each oth er’s 
borne markets, the Dutch tra jjs- 
port m inistry said. 

; “The Netherlands b the iiirst 
country with Mach the. U.S. Isas 
signed an ‘open sides* accom,” 
the ministry said in a stateausnt 


Washington, D.C. [ 

! Hafling the deal as a “dreUn 
treaty," the ministry said it bus 


an important breakthrough in 
efforts to open up toe traditi 
system of two-way accord^ on 
landing lights between nat'ons, 
dating back to. 1944. 

“The agreement can sen c as 
an example to toe. world of a 
boding rights system adapts .d to 
modem tones,” the ministry | said. 
“It b also imp or t axit for hi rther 
Sberahsation of European [ avia- 
torn.” 

The agreement-, means E Hitch 
and U.S. carriers will be f ee to 
fly w hatever they Eke m ; each 
other's territory, thongfi . toe 


Financial Jord an Times 

Markets ™ ™ 4-™ rt — -**• 

Cairo Ainman Bank 

US. Bdtar In hOwinlnH ^InhMs 


f . 

Currency [ 

Ns* York 
flow 

No# York b 

rioee .j 

, - V 

lw VU/1992 

“*4/9/199 1 ■: 

McrfiBfc PmukT - ... j 1 . 

1.SB3D 

1.9960 1 

Dmischc Murk 

1.4155 

1.4017 . 

Swiss Franc 

1.2660 

..1.2505 li 

French Franc 1 

4.8210 

4.7685 /I 

Japanese Yen | 

123.95 

-ssl 


5. 9. ' 7992 


Currency 

UJS. DoBar 

3.12 

3 MTHS 
3.12 

6 MTHS 

3.18 

KjiMn 

'-3.43 

StcrBag Pound 

10.00 

10.18 

10.37 

jf 0.77 

Deutsche Mark 

9.56 

9.62 

9.68 

"t 19.56 

Swiss Franc 

7.93 

7.93 

7 94 

— 
; : 9.88 

French Franc 

10.06 1 

10.18 

10.25 

17 ~ ~ 
0.25 

Japanese Yea 

4.25 

3.81 

3.08 

3.65 

European Currency Unit 

• .11.00 

11.06 

11.00 

• 11.00 
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USD/Oz 
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Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Jnpsnesc Yen* 

Dutch Guilder 
Swedish Krona 
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Bdatan Franc 
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Currency . 

! BM 

1 Bahraini Dinar 

1.! 7360 

Lebanese Lira* 

0.| 3232 * 

Saadi Riyal 

Oj 1760 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2j 2300 

Qatari Riyal 

0J 1758 


Egftrtton farad 
Omani Mysd 
UAE Dirham 
Creek Drachma 4 
.Cypriot Round 


_0J 2000 
1 k S970 
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r Cinema 


2&A/1992 Chaw 
140. 42 ' 


2/9,\ 1992 Close 


CONCORD 


* g. 87 
Tjtf. 31 


Tel:,- 677420 


RAT MAN RETURNS 

Shows: 330, 6; 15, 830, 1030 



/ T el : 675571X 

f WiM Al — athlni Theai trm > 

at 6:00 p.m. dall; y 1 

Shnhrmnd and Sfarim 4 play 

A quiet comedy for ail me timbers of 
the family (adults and idi is). Prior 
reservation is' needed. j 

-The next show is: ! 

S. (Tan’ VKaqaymnh i) * 


ie world’s 
* agreement 


Arab League to reward reforms 
in Arab countries with investments 


minbtiy could not specify when it 
wfll come into effect. 

The mmistty said the deal 
would retoice state iateiveatiod 
in aviation to a mi n im i™ and put 
the consumer** interests first. 

Current two-way accords be- 
tween U.S. and European states 
specify a limi t e d number of des- 
tinations their antines can fly to. 
Aviation analysts say das b an 
effort to protect die home terri- 
tories of carriers. 

They see the accord giving 
move immediate advantages to 
the Dutch flag carrier KLM 
Royal Dutch Amines N.V. than 
to U.S. carriers, by allowing it 
flee access to the massive U.S. 

market. 

The Dutch carrier, winch said 
it was “de&fatedT with die deal, 
wfll be the first European airline 


to fly not only where it chooses in 
the Umted States, but also to pick 
up passengers for onward travel 
to other countries, the mimstiy 
said. 

The accord pots KLM ahead in 

race by European carriers to 
pah a bigger share of the massive 
U.S. market. 

Access to the U-S. market is a 
key aim of British Airways 
(B.A-) PLCs recently signed 
partnership with USAIR Group 
INC 

But B.A. has a much larger 
home territory than KLM so a 
similar “open skies” accord may 
be more threatening to its home 
market share, analysts say. 

, For die United States, the 
deaTs main advantage b as a 
potential bargaining chip to prise 
apea protective European mar- 
kets. 


ABU DHABI (R) — The Arab 
League b urging Arab states to 
undertake reforms to attract in- 
vestment for development, saying 
their economies have been bur- 
dened by too much borrowing, a 
senior official said. 

Yusuf Nimatallab, assistant 
secretary-general for economic 
aflain, said the Cairo-based Arab 
League was trying to repatriate 
more than £370 billion in over- 
seas Arab capital for investment 
in Arab economies. 

This month the 21-member 
league b starting a policy of 
encouraging refo r ms by pubhdy 
endorsing as ripe for investment 
those countries which show posi- 
tive results. 

“We’re tired of borrowing. (It) 
has proven itself more of a bur- 
den than a help,” he said in an 
interview with Reuters Friday. 


“If capital comes in as investment 
if s better than bring borrowed 
and sometimes mismanaged.” 

The League's Council of Fi- 
nance Ministers will consider 
their first endorsements of reform? 
programmes in Morocco, Egypt 
and Tunisia when they meet in 
Tunis next week, he said. 

“It’s die first time (die council) 
will do s ome t hin g Eke that to 
encourage reforms,” he said. 
“Some of the countries that are 
potting together measures of eco-. 
nomic reform will come in front 
of the council and explain those 
efforts.” 

“If they are on the right 
track... they are rewarded by a 
statement issued by the council 
asking the private sector, Arab 
and non- Arab, to have more con- 
fidence and mist in that country. 
Not unlike the International 


Monetary Fund, they... can 
approve or disapprove,” be said. 

He said in the past two years, 
about $18 billion in Arab private 
capital has been invested in most- 
ly industrial projects in the 
League's 21 member countries. 
About one-third of that amount 
■ has been invested m Saudi Ara- 
bia. 

Mr. ‘ttimatnUah was to speak at 
a conference of Arab League 
central bank govern o rs in Abu 
Dhabi Saturday to discuss steps 
‘they can take in response to the 
Bade ruling three years ago. 

The Abu Dhabi-based Arab 
Monetary Fund (RMF), one of 
die Arab League's five main joint 
ins ti t uti ons, is sponsoring Satur- 
day’s talks. 

The Basle-based Bank of Inter- 
national Settlements classified all 
Arab countries except Saudi Ara- 


bia as high risks for obtaining 
loans because their capital ade- 
quacy levels were too low. 

Capital adequacy, the ratio be- 
tween shareholders’ equity and 
assets, is as low as four per cent in 
some Arab banks. 

Arab countries have criticised 
the Basle decision, which goes 
into effect next year. They say the 
ride classification could barm de- 
velopment and that some Arab 
banks have adequacy above the 
Basle requirement of eight per 
cent 

Mr. Nimatullah said the 
League was urging members to 
reduce their budget deficits to 
strengthen currency, liberalise 
their economies, and enhance 
efficiency by privatisation or im- 
proving public sector administra- 
tion. 


Weak jobless figures spur U.S. 
central bank to trim Interest rates 


U.S. poverty soars 


WASHINGTON (R) — A sharp 
one-month rirrimr in the num be r 
of U.S. jobs jolted President 
George Bush’s reelection hopes 
Friday and sent die Federal Re- 
serve (Fed) into action to again 
trim interest rates. 

The Labour Dep ar t m e nt re- 
ported that the number of jobs in 
the nattering UJS. economy fell 
by 83,000 in August although the 
unemployment rate was actually 
slightly lower at 7.6 per cent 
versus 7.7 per cent in July. 

Analysts said job losses would 
have been even worse were it not 
for an eme r gency programme 
that created 100,000 tempo rar y 
summer jobs for youngsters. 

The tempo rar y programme ex- 
pires this month and «f»wnif« 
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said its closure, combined with 
the econo mi c devastation caused 
by hurricane Andrew and layoffs 
at General Motors due to a 
strike, probably wfll force unem- 
ployment to 7J& per cent or high- 
er by election day on Nov. 3. 

That would be a dangerous 
figure for a president seeking 
reelection with the economy as 
the key campaign issue. 

*Tt*s dismal. It’s bleak. There 
was job destruction rather than 
job creation,” said Allen Sinai, 
economist at Boston Co. 

Despite a recently weaker dol- 
lar on world markets, the Federal 
Reserve, the U.S. central bank, 
quickly responded to the news by 
forcing down the federal fmxK 
interbank lending rate by a 
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quarter-point to three per cent in 
a bid to spur the stalled economy. 

The Ffed, apparently worried 
by the drop of 83,000 non-farm 
jobs, signalled the move by in- 
jecting $2-5 billion into the na- 
tion’s banking system. With more 
money available, the floating rate 
at which banks tend money to 
each other overnight automatical- 
ly eased. 

The hope is that the banks will 
pass oo their co6t savings to con- 
sumers and businesses in the form 
of cheaper loans, spurring more 
borrowing, spending and growth. 

The Fed has been cutting in- 
terest rates for three years in a 
bid to get the economy to grow 
again, but despite fits and starts, 
it was stagnated. The latest em- 
ployment data drove borne the 
view that the economic Hhnar* 
bad taken a turn for the worse 
late- in the summer. 

Economists did not rule out the 
possibftity that the Fed would try 
to deliver an even bigger jolt to 
the economy by cutting the dis- 
count rate to 25 per cent from 
three per cent. 

nmnging the discount rate, 
which is what the Fed would 
charge banks for direct, emergen- 
cy loans, -is the central bank's 
most powerful way of influencing 

monetary policy. w 

The Angnst drop in jobs took 
economists by surprise. They had 
predicted on average that payrolls 


would grow by 183,000 jobs last 
month after their 177,000 July 


r But steep lasses in the manu- 
f factoring sector, which shed 

97.000 jobs in August, and a 

71.000 drop in retail jpbs erased 
all of July’s jobs gains. 

“It certainly is gloom for the 
White House because most voters 
are focusing on the economy,” 
said David Jones, economist at 
Aubrey G. Lanston. 

Mr. Bush made no mention of 
die August employment report in 
a campaign trip to Frcderick- 
isburg, Virginia, where he por- 
trayed small “mom and pop” 
businesses as the saviour of 
America. 

Instead of castigated his Demo- 
cratic presidential opponent Bill 
Clinton as a tax-and-spend liberal 
whose proposals would cost 
Americans 2.6 million jobs. Mr. 
Clinton in Little Rock, Arkansas, 
said Mr. Bush has painted the 
jobs issues as a false battle be- 
tween getting a paycheck or sav- 
ing the envi ro n m ent. 

The Fed’s monetary stimulus is 
too late to’ revive the lagging 
economy before the November 
ejection, analysts said. 

There is little hope forTevrving 
a stalled economy quickly. 
September’s jobless report will be 
the final one issued by the gov- 
ernment before the November 
election. 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
number of poor Americans 
soared to 35.7 million in 1991, 
more than in any year since 1964, 
the Cafes Bureau has said. 

the .figures, sure to become 
potent political fodder in this 
election year, showed 2.1 million 
Americans were added to die 
poverty rolls in the second year of 
the current economic downturn. 

Poor Americans accounted for 
14.4 per cent of the population, 
up from 13 5 per cent the year 
before and topping 14 per cent 
for die first time since 1985. 

The government defines a poor 
person as someone whose income 
is below the national poverty tine. 
For a family of four in 1991, die 
poverty line was $13,924. For 
someone living alone, the line 
was $6,932. 

The government also said me- 
dian household income declined 
by 3.5 per cent to $30,126, after 
adjusting for inflation. 

In 1990, there were 33.6 mfl- 
fion poor Americans, np about 
50,000 from the previous year. 

. Before presklent Lyndon John- 
son’s “war on poverty” began in 
1965, typically more than 20 per 
cent of the population was dasri- 
fied as poor. Johnson’s much- 
critidsed to helping die poor suc- 
cessfully lowered the poverty rate 
to below 15 per cent. 

Since then, the poverty rate has 
ranged from a low of 11 per cent 
in 1974 to a high of 15.2 per cent 
in 1983, during the last recession. 

Generally, poverty rates have 
been higher under the adminis- 


trations of Republican presidents 
Bush and Reagan than in the 
preceding administration of 
Democrat Jimmy Carter, and Re- 
publicans Gerald Ford and 
Richard Nixon. 

But Rob ert Greenstrin, execu- 
tive director of the Centre on 
Budget and Policy Priorities, a 
Washington advocacy group, said 
ample political fingerpointing 
masks the fact that deep changes 
in die economy have made more 
Americans poor. 

“We’ve had some long-term 
trends in die private economy 
that weren't created by either 
party, that are increasing both 
poverty and income disparity,” 

Mr. Greenstem said. 

Declining wages for low-skilled 
work and a weakening of labour 
unions have lowered income. 

Faced with such trends, other 
countries, such as Canada, re- 
sponded with progr am mes that, 
cushioned the effects on families. 

“It’s pretty dear the policy 
changes here not only didn’t 
cushion the effecg<gbqBtimadft. dir, 
trends ■fir. | r 

— 40 per cent of the poor vtetiF ' 
children, and 11 per oeat were 
elderly. 

— 40 per cent of poor people. • 

15 and older worked, and nine . 
per cent had year-round, fulltime' 
jobs. . 

— 29 per cent of the poor; - 

l»A(v< insurance. 

— 73 per cent received public 

US! ««t»nnp_ 


Russia loses over $5b from capital flight 


WASHINGTON (R) — Russia 
lost the equivalent of about half 
of the S10 to $12 billion in inter- 
national aid it received in the first 
half of this year to illegal capital 
flight out of the country, monet- 
ary sources have said. 

They said that over $5 billion 
leaked overseas as Russian com- 
panies stashed export earnings in 
foreign bank accounts rather than 
bringing the money home and 
inv estin g it there. 

The size of the capital flight 
raises new questions about bow 
much foreign help Russia actually 
needs in remarking its economy 
into the capitalist mould. 

Russian officials are well aware 
of the problem and some private- 
ly admit that it could Complicate 
the coontfy’s bid.for debt relief 
from its foreign creditors. 

Moscow is pleading poverty in 
its negotiations with its creditors, 
saying that it does not have the* 
money to service the debt and 
asking fear a formal rescheduling. 
But some bankers are sceptical. 

“With ap pro pri ate policies in' 
(dace... Russia should be able to 
service in 1992... the entire fore- 

S a debt of flie former Soviet 
□ion,” Horst Scfauhnann, man- 
aging director of the Institute of 
International Finance, a bank 
lobbying group, said earlier this 


summer* 

Russian central bankers said 
Wednesday that they want to try 
to plug the flfegal^ieaks of capital 
abroad by requiring that expor- 
ters sell all foreign c ur rency cam- 
in to the state unless they 
needed cash to boy goods abroad. 

“Enterprises did everything 
they could to hide some of then 
foreign currency earnings from 
the state,” Russian central bank 
official Vyacheslav Sokrvov said. 
“This did a lot of damage to our 
economy.” 

The International Monetary 
Fund is hoping that the tough 
economic policies it is prescribing 
for Russia wfll attract capital hack 
into the country by increasing 
confide nc e in the nation’s ability 
to pursue painful reforms. 


sed that it is not entirely dear 
what all of the foreign assistance 
that Russia received in' the first 
half of this year was used for. 

. The uncertainty has arisen 
partly because the Russian gov- 
ernment* s books have been so 
jumbled that even Moscow 
doesn't seem to know for sure 
where some of the money went. 

“Ten to $12 bfllkm came in and 
we don’t know where it is,” said 
one source, who declined to be 
identified. 


Much of toe money was used to 
buy supplies of food, medicine 
and other essential imports, but a 
full accounting of where toe 
assistance went does not seem to 
be available. 

The bureaucratic snafus may 
be one reason why Russia still has 
not signed its $600 nrillioa l oan 
agreement with the World Bank, 
even though it has said it desper- 
ately needs the money to buy 
critical imports, indudmg medi- 
cine. 

The World Bank's board 
approved the loan on Aug. 6 but 
monetary sources said the orga- 
nisation has been unable to re- 
lease the money because the 
agreement has not been signed by 
toe appropriate Russian author- 
ities. 

Perhaps because of such uncer- 


tainties, the World Bank seems to 
have adopted a cautious 
approach in its dealings with Rus- 
sia. 

It had originally expected to 
agree to two more loans for 
Russia totalling $1 billion before 
the end of 1992, but bank officials 
in Moscow said recently that 
those deals are not likely to come 
off until next year. 

The World Bank has also been 
-cautious about agreeing to re- 
quests that it establish a “con- 
sultative 'group” of donor nations 
to coordinate aid and other assist- 
ance to Russia. 

Monetary sources though said 
they expect the World Bank to 
agree later this year to set up such 
groups for some of the other 
former Soviet republics, includ- 
ing Kazakhstan and Ky r gz stan . 


ScmKVffla For Root In Western Amman 

Furnished.' Consists of 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 2 glassed verandas 
with telephone Sne, eertraSy heated. 

Location: Jordan University, housing area. 

For more Infor ma tion, calk Sawsan, taL: 642821 
from 9M ul to 240 pin. 
and tel: £65585 from MB to 746 pan. 


1. Ground floor apartment Consisting of one bedroom, salon, dining 
room end utilities. 

2. First floor apartment consisting of .three bedrooms, two bathrooms, 
two salons, utftfes, telephone, garage and centra! heating. 

The two -apartments can be rented togatiier or separately. 

Location: Shmeisani, Abu Sufyan Street, behind Marriott Hotel and near 
Obal Rowers. 

For tafen atf on, please cal taL NKN (home) or taL <MSW (oOca) 


Jordan Times 
Tel. 677171 


Furnished Apartment For Rent 

Consists of two bedrooms in excellent condition. 
Located in Dahiyat Al Hussein (Al Hussein Housing 
Estate). Rent is annual.. 

Please call tel. 644530 in the morning and 
815819 in the evening. 


Duty Free Car 


1990 Mercedes 2.0 liter. Colour white. As good as 
new. Ideal for diplomatic missions and foreign firms. 
Price JD 14,500 ono. 

4 Contact 886484, att Bassam. 


Computer Systems Designer 

Leading services company in Amman needs sys- 
tems designer with experience to head software 
development department Perfect English is a must 
Send CV with work experience to: 

Manager, P.O.Box 184644, Amman 



Three bedrooms, salon, dining, living etc. at 
Iskan Aldubat - Aljundi Almajhyl Street. Car park 
mini green courtyard surrounding and indepen- 
dent entrance. 

Please cal! tel. 682326, 
from 6:30 a-m. - 130 p.m. & 3:30 am. - 6 pjn. 
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Sarajevo Airport shut to aid; 
U.N. probe of crash continues 
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SARAJEVO (R) — Sarajevo 
Airport remained shut to vital aid 
flights Saturday as U.N. investi- 
gators sought to establish if an 
Italian relief plane that crashed 
had been shot down by Bosnia's 
warring factions. 

“It aU depends on the results of 
the investigative report,” a U.N. 
High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) official told reporters. 

U.N. officials said they could 
not yet confirm reports from Ita- 
lian ministers and witnesses that 
die plane, a G-222 transport that 
crashed in mountains near the 
city, had been shot down by a 
missile. 

General Sadsh Nambiar, chief 
of the U.N. Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) in former Yugos- 
lavia, has asked for a “very meti- 
culous process of verification of 
the information,” UNPROFOR 
spokeswoman Shannon Boyd 
said in Zagreb. 

• “The implications are very se- 
rious and much, of the informa- 
tion so far is conflicting.” she 
said. “There will be no shades of 
grey (in the report). No assump- 
tions will be made on the basis of 
inadequate evidence.” 

Serb and Muslim militias ex- 
changed gunfire in Sarajevo 
throughout the night into early 
Saturday, but the guns were 
drowned out by a violent storm 
that lashqf the capital. 

Hie sound of crashing glass and 
falling timber echoed across the 
city as buildings, already dam- 
aged by die five-month bombard- 
ment, collapsed under torrential 
rain. 

Sixteen people were wounded 
m Sarajevo in overnight violence, 
eight of them children, local offi- 
cials said. ■ 

Clashes between Serb and 
Muslim militias were reported at 
Nedzariri and Hidza, suburbs of 


Sarajevo which have seen fierce 
fighting. 

In the absence of secure land 
corridors, suspension of the U.N. 
airlift is critical for Sarajevo, ei> 
circled by Serb forces for five 


Panic, won a major battle in his 
power struggle with Serbian Pres- 
ident Slobodan Milosevic, beat- 
ing off a no-confidence vote in- 
tended to remove him from pow- 


former Yugoslavia. 

“We’re not eager to put U.S. 
military forces on the ground in 
Yugoslavia to try to end that 
conflict,” Mr. Cheney said in a 
speech to the Economics Club of 


monjs. and is 380,000 besieged • ^ depnties ^ Indianapolis, Indianna. 


inhabitants. 

Italian ministers said in Rome 
Friday that the aircraft, wreckage 
from which was strewn across a 
wooded mountainside 50 
kilometres west of the city, might 
have been hit by a missile. The 
plane's four-member Italian crew 
were killed. 

Defence Minister Salvo Ando 
said Italy had “authoritative evi- 
dence," from U.N. officials that 
the aircraft was shot down, and a 
cabinet colleague said this was 
certain^ 

Blackened blankets, part of the 
relief cargo intended for the be- 
sieged residents of Sarajevo, 
hung from trees at the crash scene 
in the Bitovnja Mountains. 

Eyewitnesses in the area, 
which is controlled by Muslim 
and Croat forces, said Friday the 
plane had been hit by one or two 
rockets. 

Military sources in Zagreb said 
they were sure the plane was not 
hit by an air-to-air missile and, if 
it was shot down, the most likely 
weapon used was a surface-to-air 
missile. 

Serb lines outside Sarajevo are 
about 30 kilometres from the 
crash site and the military sources 
suggested die distance might be 
too far for any attack from that 
area. 

U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees Sadako Ogata called off 
the relief mission and all aid 
flights to Sarajevo were sus- 
pended until the cause of the 
crash had been established. 

Meanwhile, Yugoslavia's mod- 
erate Prime Minister, Milan 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 

N. Koreans ‘rioted’ overcurrency decree 

JXOK2£Qt^tyc^%foting broke out in several North Korean cities 
i&e ri&i ent ordered citizens in July to exchange (rid 

■ banknotes for hew ones but imposed a limit on how much could 
•; be cuMamlwfo Bfodo News Agency said Friday. Kyodo quoted 
• West e rn diplomatic sources who recently returned to Peking after 

visiting North Korea as saying the riots erupted after the decree 
was announced on July 15. The decree said existing 100-won, 
50-won, 10-won, five-won arid one-won notes would cease to be 
currency on July 15 and new notes of the same denominations 
would take their place. The sources said exchanges of old notch for. 
new ones were carried ont until July 20, but the North Korean 
government then set a Emit of 500 won per household for the 
conversions. They said North Koreans angered at the limit then 
staged violent protests. The sources did not elaborate on the 

■ magnitude and casualties in the riots. 

Thatcher predicts change in China 

SEOUL (AP) — Former British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher said Friday the United States and its allies should 
encourage Chinese leaders to accelerate economic reform. Mrs. 

I Thatcher said that China's economy is steadily being opened up to 
outside investment. “The best help which the rest of us can give is 
to encourage the economic reform associated with Deng Xiaoping 
and speed the great industrial revolution which is about to happen . 
in China,” she said in a speech sponsored by Korea University. ’ 
Mrs. Thatcher predicted China's quickening free-market dynam- 
ism would eventually lead to a political transformation. “No 
doubt those who role China hope that economic reform will stave off 
< tire need for political change. That view will turn out to be utterly 
mistaken,” she said. Chinese workers will demand more freedom 
with the improvement of their living standards, she said. 
“Prosperity produces a middle class who will not be content to be' 
deprived of political rights.” 

Appeal raises $1 .35m for Africa 

LONDON (AP) — A televirion appeal which warned four million 
people face starvation in Africa unless food is provided im- 
mediately raised at least £709,000 (S1.35 million), organisers said 
Friday. Seven aid agencies launched tire three-mouth Africa In 
Crisis appeal in London to help bring relief to an estimated 40 
million people they say are at risk in famine-stricken easier and 
I southern Africa. “The telephone lines were very, very busy,” said 
Dee O’Connell, who is coordinating tire fund-raiser ■ under tire 
umbrella of the disasters emergency committee. O'Connell 
estimated the effort raised at least £709,000 ($1.35 million), 
including credit card donations and promises of checks. 

Chamorro plans purge of police 

MANAGUA (R) — President Violeta Chamorro, reeling from a 
U.S. aid freeze and a tidal wave disastePtbat killed 116 people, 
will likely purge leftist Sandinrsta police chiefs, officials 
, Friday. The purge to be announced Saturday was expected for 
weeks in response to U.S. charges that she rules only with the 
approval of the leftist Sandinistas who formerly governed 
Nicaragua. The purge may free up part of a sorely-needed, $116 
million aid package blocked by U.S. Senate conservatives, who 
charge that Mrs. Chamorro is too beholden to the Sandinistas. 

.10 die in renewed S. African violence 

CAPE TOWN (R) — Ten people died late Friday in attacks on 
people gathering for a meeting of the Zulu-based Inkatha. 
Freedom Party's Youth Brigade, police said Saturday. A police 
spokesman said six people were shot and lolled in ao attack at Bomela, a 
black township near the castcoast resort of Port Shepstone, 
shortly midnight. Two more died later of their wounds. Police 
found spent cartridges from an AK-47 assault rifle cm the scene. 
Two people were found hacked and blundgeoned to death in a 
Street in the same area, the spokesman said, and 16 people were 
wounded. “Our initial information is that they were gathering for 
today’s Inkatha Youth Brigade meeting ” he said. Conservative 
Zulu leader Mangosuthu Butbelezi addressed the Youth Brigade 
rally Saturday at Ulundi, capital of his self-government Kwazulu 
homeland. Mr. Butbelezi and his Inkatha Party are African 
National Congress (ANC) leader Nelson Mandela's main blade 
rivals for political power. 

Tropical storm kills 150 in China 

PEKING (AP) — The death toll from a tropical storm that 
battered China's east coast climbed to 150 with the deads of 24 
people in northern Shandong province, an official newspaper 
reported. Peking's Economic Daily (Jingji Ribao) said torrential: 
rains and fierce winds from tropical storm Polly also killed 3,490 
domestic animals, destroyed 1,419 fishing boats, flattened 10,894 
houses and triggered five-metre (16.5 feet) waves along the coast. 



to Mr. Milosevic tabled the mo- 
tion of no-confidence against Mr. 
Panic, accusing him of selling out 
Serbia at international peace 
talks in London last week. 

After speaking twice in parlia- 
ment and win ning endorsement 
for his performance at the Lon- 
don conference, Mr. Panic won 
Friday’s no-confidence vote by 66 
to 30 votes. 

The outcome gave Mr. Panic, a 
Yugoslav- barn businessman who 
made a fortune in the United 
States, a huge boost in his strug- 
gle with Mr. Milosevic. 

In Geneva, diplomats pressed 
ahead Saturday with internation- 
al efforts to end the Yugoslav 
conflict and step up relief efforts 
stalled by the downing of the 
Italian aid plane. 

Cyrus Vance and Lord Owen, 
the two men at the centre of the 
peace efforts, began a weekend 
of dosed-door meetings at Gene- 
va’s Palais Des Nations, the Un- 
ited Nations’ European Head- 
quarters. 

Lord Owen told British Radio 
Friday that the crash, after well 
over 1 ,000 successful flights in the 
last two months, could mark a 
turning point. 

“There sometimes comes a mo- 
ment when the world looks at a 
situation and says enough is 
enough. Maybe this might prove 
to be it,” he said. 

In Washington, U.S. Defence 
Secretary Dick Cheney said Fri- 


“It doesn’t strike me as the 
type of conflict in which I'm 
prepared to commit young Amer- 
icans to combat,” Mr. Cheney I 
said, citing the complexity of the I 
fighting between various ethnic . 
groups and the rugged terrain in 
which U-S. troops would have to 1 
operate. j 

“Who do yon want me to | 
shoot? How many Yugoslavs do j 
you want me to hill to stop them I 
from killing each other? How I 
long do you want me to stay?” Mr. 
Cheney asked in response to a. 
question about why the United 
States was not doing more to end 
the ethnic fighting. He said he 
supported further intenational 
efforts to end the conflict. 

In a separate appearance, 
acting U.S. Secretary of State 
Lawrence Eagleburger said be 
believed an Italian relief plane 
that crashed in Bosnia Thursday 
was shot down. 

Mr. Eagleburger told the Cable 
News Network the incident illus- 
trated the dangers of involvement 
in the war. 

“We have to ‘provide huma- 
nitarian assistance and we will use 
force if necessary to provide that 
assistance,” be said. 

“We have to be very, very 
careful about how we provide the 
support necessary to get it in ... 
there is a real distinction between 
trying to assist in getting huma- 
nitarian assistance into Sarajevo 
and getting engaged in trying to 


day be did not think American , make peace amongst the con- 
combat troops should be sent to tending factions,” Mr. Eagfebur- - 
try to end the conflict in the ger said. 

Eagleberger: 
U.S.-China 
ties in for 
‘rough 

patch’ 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Acting 
U.S. Secretory of Stole Lawrence 
Eagtebmger has predicted that 
relations with China were in for a 
“rough patch” as a result of 
President George Bush’s decision 
to sell F-16 fighter jetato Taiwan. 

But Mr. Eagleburger also .said 
tiie derision was uimkely to lead 
to a breakdown in- relations be- 
tween Peking and Washington, 
already frayed by China’s alleged 
human rights abuses' and its grow- 
ing trade surplus with the United 
States. 

“They have too much riding on 
the relationship with us in econo-' 
mic and political terms” to risk a 
rupture, Mr. Eagleburger said on 
-die Cable News Network. 

Congress is scheduled to de- 
bate within the next few weeks a 
proposed bill linking trade be-, 
nefits for China with its human 
rights performance and arm sales 
to Thud World countries. 

The United States China’s 
biggest export market. 



Battle 
erupts in 
Quebec 


over 

unity accord 

MONTREAL (R) — A bitter 
battle has erupted over Canadian 
unity in the French-speaking pro- 
vince of Quebec, where the out- 
come of next month’s national 
referendum on the country’s fu- 
ture may be decided. 

Insults were hurled by both 
sides in Quebec’s National 
Assembly as the provincial legisl- 
ature met to debate a law requir- 
ing Quebec to bold a referendum 
on its sovereignty, also scheduled 
for next month. 

Jacques Parizeau, the outspo- 
ken leader of the separatist Parti 
Quebeoois, accused the premier 
of Quebec, Robert Bourassa, of 
renewing on promises to defend 
the interests of the province. 

“Why did the premier cave 
in... and accept what he said be 
would never accept7’’ Mr. 
Parizeau said. 

The normally subdued Bpuras- 
sa lashed back, calling the separ- 
atists a “gang of hypocrites.” 

Mr. Bourassa is trying to con- 
vince Quebeckers that they 
should vote for a deal worked out 
on Aug. 28 with Canada’s nine 
English-speaking provinces giv- 
ing Quebec more autonomy. 

Separatists accuse Mr. Bouras- 
sa of selling out Quebec by sitting 
down with the rest of Canada to 
hammer out the deal. They have 
called Mr. Bourassa a traitor and 
weakling for comp rom ising. 

Members of the Parti Quebe- 
cois carted into die Assembly 
stacks of petitions with hundreds 
of thousands of signatures of 
Quebeckers s up p or t in g the .pro- 
vince's re feren dum on sovereign- 
ty, set for Oct 26. 


Tajikistan 

threatened 

with 

break-up, 

hundreds 

killed 

DUSHANBE, Tajikistan (R) — 
Fighting between rival dans am) 
factions in Tajikistan threatens to 
flare into a full-scale civfl war that 
could tear the former Soviet re- 
public apart, a top CIS military 
official said Saturday. 

“If the situation doesn’t stabil- 
ise, the republic could split into- 
separate regions ... it could split 
into three or four parts’” said the 
official, who asked not to be 
named. * 

- “You cannot speak of full civil 
war yet, but the tendency towards 
it is taking shape,” be added in an 
interview. 

Colonel Valery Kochinov, de- 
puty commander of Russian bor- 
der troops in Tajikistan, told 
Reuters in a separate interview 
that several hundred people had 
been killed in the southern region 1 
of Kurgan-Tyube in the past 10. 
days. 

About 100 had (tied in the last 
three to flour days alone. 

• Tajikistan, a mainly Muslim | 
republic of five million people on 
the southern edge of the former ! 
Soviet Unkra, has been racked by I 
weeks of intense fighting between 
opposing faefions m the southern 
region. 

The remote area forms the 
border between die Common- 
wealth of Independent States 

(CIS) and Af ghanis tan 

The cabinet and parliamentary 
leadership this week declared no 
confidence in President Rakh r 
mob Nabiyev for Ins failure to 
address the crisis, but parliament 
failed for the- second day Satur- 
day to muster a quorum to decide 
his fate. 

Mr. Nabiyev, a former Com- 
.munist Party leader of Tajikistan,' 
bas made no public appearance 
since Monday, when demonstra- 
tors took control of his presiden- 
tial palace. The crisis has left the 
country in political limbo with no 
effective leadership. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said Saturday Mr. Nabiyev had 
signed a decree declaring a state 
of emergency in Knigan-TVubp. 
The four-line report .from 
Dushanbe gave no indication of. 
where Mr. Nabiyev was or bow 
he planned to enforce the order. 

Col. Kodrinov said the gas and 
electricity supplies in Kurgan- 
Tyube bad been cut off. 

“There is oo light or gas. Straps 
aren’t working. There are crapses 
tying around with nobody to pick, 
them up. There are very many 
victims,” he said, citing reports 
from CIS military observers in 
the area. 

Tajik Radio said at least 30 
people were killed in Knrgan- 
Tyube Friday, but Col. Kodrinov 
said this figure covered only vic- 
tims who were formally identified 
and officially registered. The red 
death toll was much higher. 

Armed groups from Kurgan- 
Tyube, a hotbed of opposition 
support, are fighting Mr. Nabiyev 
loyalists in die nearby Kntyab 
district in a conflict where both, 
local dan rivalries and political' 
allegiances are at stake. 


Armenians lau nch new 
assault in Kara bakh 

MOSCOW (R) — Armenian Axi sri capital Baku believed 


MOSCOW (R) — Armenian 
forces have launched a new ArO| neuian forces were ttytog 
assault in and around the dis- end xete the Agdam district 
noted region of Nagoroo-Kara- < rhe Armenian forces suty 
bakh, winning control of several jeett sd to rocket and artillery fire 
villages, news agencies and local all n; sgwnal settlements boitfenng 
radio stations said Saturday. on fl Nagorno-Karabakh, ana tne 
The figh tin g could threaten the regici mal centre itself, resulting in 
in a series- of ceasefires loss • of life snd -devastation, 
between Armenia and Azerbai- TASKS said, 
jan — a truce brokered by neigh-, Az, erbaijan’s ASSA-IKADA 

homing Kazakhstan due to come Agent cy said civilians were among 
into effect on Sept. 15. Previous the d asuaMes. . 

attempts at mediation have ended Mil itory experts from ax tiuro- 
in failure. pean [ nations and Canada are to 

ITAR-TASS News Agency take £ >art in talks in Rome next 
said there had been heavy shell- week ; on sending observers to 
tag in the Askeran region in the 'super : rise a ceasefire Italian 


pnnn 


east of tiie enclave. 

Radio Russia quoted the in- 
formation centre of the Azeri 
Popular Front saying Armenian 
forces bad occupied villages near 
Askeran and near Agdam, just 
inside Azerbaijan. 

“There are dead and wounded. 
Violent fighting is contimring” 
the radio said. 

Over 2,000 people have died ia 
four years of bitter fighting for 
control of Nagorno-Karabakh, 
which is located within Azerbai- 
jan but populated largely by 
Armenians. 

Tim truce, which will apply to 
the border between the two states 
and not to Nagorno-Karabakh 
itself, was agreed on Thursday by 
representatives of the two sides 
meeting in the Armenian border 
town of Rayan-Avan. 

TASS Saturday quoted reports 
from the Armenian capita] Yere- 
van saying that Armenian forces 
had shot down an Azeri MiG 21 
heading for the regional capital 
Stepanakert. No independent 
confirmation was available. 

The agency said sources in the 


medial tors are trying to negotiate 
in Nas jorno-Karabakh. 

A d ©legation from Nagomo- 
Karatei ikh will also participate in 
a, Armenia’s news agency 

a The delegation of Nagor- 
■abakfa still hopes the 
aling meeting in Rome 
ive a positive influence on 

ation,” it said. 

Also taking pan are military 
delegates from the U-nation 
group t* rat has been trying to 
convene^ a foil peace conference 
in the Bi ilarussian capital Minsk 
to settle \.tfae Transcaucasian dis- 
pute. The! group includes Arme- 
nia and A Uzerbaijan. 

la GcofI pa's breakaway region 
of Abkazia , another trouble spot 
of the foi rmer Soviet Union, 
Georgian!) forces had been 
ordered to s\ :top firing in line with , 
a ceasefire d 1 , eal, TASS said, quot- i 




E urodisney greets 
six millionth visitor 

PA IRIS (R) — Eurodisney SCA 
said that six million people had 
vis ited its new theme park since it 
opened in April, giving its Euro- 
pean Disneyland the most suc- 
cessful start of any of Walt Dis- 
ney Co's fantasylands. The 
attendance figures were higher 
thaw experts had expected and 
reflected a recent surge in admis- 
sio ns, which had been slack since 
thtt April 12 opening. ‘‘Never 
before has a Disney park wd- 
co med so many guests so soon 
after opening, ” the theme park 
sand. Eurodisney’s share pnee 
iu. moed on the news. But the 


tag a duty op: 
forces in Suj: 
Georgian i 1 
Sukhumi lal 
Abkhazian se 
new base tot 
coastal town. 


fficer with Georgian 1 
khiuni. 

troops marched into 
st month, forcing I 
iiparatists to set up a 
i tiie nortli of the i 


Kiris Bourse later knocked it 
drawn as profit-taking and a new 
bout of scepticism towards the 
sr.ock set in. 

I Bridegroom 
.•sterilised by mistake 

. AMSTERDAM < R) — A Dutch- 
man who went into hospital to be 
circumcised awoke to be told by 
• doctors he had been given a 
vasectomy because of a mix-up in 
; patient cards. “He was getti ng 
married and went to the hospital 
/ to get his cucumcision done by 
■ professionals,” a spokeswoman 
| for the Dutch patients' rights 
1 group said. The man’s name was 
not revealed by the rights group 
and his reaction to the mistake is 
not known. 

Superman is 
scheduled to die 


Europeans edgy about 
looming French emj’ oyote 

PARIS (AP) — France’s opcom- Opponents \ charge that the 
ing referendum on the European .treaty will cret.ite a faceless “su- 

nnihl fnontv ia mnama irttare m ni ,ir4i nanrtanii will 


unity treaty is causing jitters 
across die continent and in global 
financial markets. Other Euro- 
pean leaders have entered the 
fray, urging the French to say 
“ouT* in a race too dose to call. 

A flurry of recent polls indicat- 
ing that French opponents of the 
treaty might prevail has set off 
alarm bells across Europe and in 
tiie United States and Japan amid 
realisation that defeat would tor- 
pedo the aamrd for good. Danish 
voters already' narrowly rejected 
tiie treaty. 

European Community Presi- 
dent Jacques Dolors said he will 
design if the Maastricht Treaty 

Financial markets and tag busi- 
ness are particularly eager that 
the treaty survive because it is 
seen as stabilising EC economic 
and monetary policies. Broken 
from Tokyo to Wall Street wor- 
ry that French rejection will 
ftirther boost the mark and 
weaken the dollar. 

The Maastricht accord pro- 
vides for European ecoxiomic and 
political union, and a single cur- 
rency by 1999. Supporters say it 
will also foster a unified foreign 
and defence policy, and heighten 
Europe’s competitiveness with 
Japan and North America. 

Military planners say that with- 
out French support of Maastricht, 
Europe is uxdikety to develop a 
viable military alliance to comple- 
ment or replace NATO. 


perstate” in wfciich Germany will 
gain influence] at France's ex-) 


Spanish Primre Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez, calKni'g himself a “corn • 
vinced EuropiUt,” this week, 
pleaded for a Fxisncb “oui.” Ger| - 
man Chancellor - Helmut Kota 1 
appeared live on lyreuch televisioi i 
Thursday to assuire voters that f a 
“yes” vote wooljd not create ; a 
German-dominated] federation. 

Tiie referendmf| i has taken o n 
enormous signifies! lace because c if 
a French tendency to turn rt s- 
ferenda into no-cot nfidence vou ss 
oa the president. Fi ancots hfitte r- 
rand, president sivice 1981, tans 
seen bis popularity i tumble amid 1st 
slow grouttb, a 1«3 per ce. at 
unemployment rate l and a sere es 
of political and health scandal s. 

In Britain and the Unite id 
States, there is cone fern that m a- 
certainty about the j .French ve r- 
tfict is fueling a nm to the Ge r- 
man mark. 

“If the French decline to ratif y 
Maastricht, not only vvill the trea 
ty be dead but the nxi^iom in tta s 
exchange markets are] likely to t* ; 


convulsive,’’ Hugo 3 
deal columnist for tb 
said Tuesday. 

In Germany there 1 
much public discussic 
French vote, with Ge 
immediately concei 
spiralling domestic 
lence. 


oung, poli- - 
:‘i Guardian, . 

bb not been 
r about the 
c mans more • 
(red about 
i racial vfoJ 


Gore says Bush is afraid to debate Clinton 


Prime Minister Brian Mnl- 
roney Thursday announced there 
would be a national referendum 
On the proposed unity pact the 
same date. Mr. Mahoney said be 
expects most of the energy and' 

emotion of the campaign to focus 
oh -Quebec. . 


ROLAND, Arkansas (R) — 
Democratic vice presidential 
ca nd idate A1 Gore has said that 
President George Bush was 
afraid to defend Us economic 
record against the Democratic, 
presidential candidate. 

That was why Mr. Bush had 
rejected a series of proposed de- 
bates with nominee BUI Clinton, 
Sen. Gore said. 

“It’s no mystery,” he said. “If 
you were George Bush would you 
want to by to defend the worst 
economic performance since the 
great depression in a debate with 
Bill Clinton? 

“He doesn’t want to do it and 
they’re trying to figure some way 
to get out of it,” said Sen. Gore, a 1 
senator from Tennessee. 

The Bush campaign Thursday 
rejected proposals by a bipartisan 
commission for presidential and 
vice-presidential debates without 
spelling out its objections. 

The commission, which has no 
binding authority', tentatively 
scheduled its first debate for 
Sept. 22 at a University in Michi- 
gan. It set two other debates for 
next jmonth and a single vice- 
presidential debate in late 
September. 

Mir. Clinton said he was “sony, 
but not surprised” by the Bush 
campaign’s rejection and accused 
the Republicans of seeking to 
'manipulate tiie format 

“Pm sorry but not surprised* 
Mr. Clinton said. “They have a 


and they said they want to haggle 
behind dosed doors.” 

Aside from proposing the num- 
ber of debates, tiie commission 
recommended they qse a single 
moderator responsible for “facili- 
tating exchanges among the 
candidates.” 

Mr. Bosh campaign Chairman 
Robert Teeter Thursday played 
down (he i m portance of debates 
and rejected the notion that Mr. 
Bush, the current * underdog, 
needed them' more than Mr. 
Clinton. 

“My own position is they don't 
have much effect,*” Mr. Teeter 


heve in deathbed conversions, 
but tins is amazing," Mr. Clinton 
told a Labour audience Thursday. 
*TU teD you one thing — no 
matter what happens, our cam- 
paign has done some good for 
some people in this coantry.” 

Mr. Clinton accused Mr. Bush 
of “flip-flops” on several issues. 

After opposing the innovative 
V-22 Osprey aircraft for years, 
Mr. Bush is s u p p ort i ng the com- 
bination fixed-wing plane and 
helicopter as a 'boon to jobs in 


“I do not come heire for an y 
political purpose,” he saic f. 
“What I want to do is ji it makei - it 
dear to tlte peopte ctf Florida thj lat 
if I am elected, I will be there 
Mr. Bush bad beer r critic^ £d 
by some for federal s lowness/, in 
responding to the I tunica j be, 
winch did an estimated $30 bill non 
damage in Fiordia and ILouisid ma. 

But Mr. Clinton dx« j not f rake 
up that argument, eit her. I 
“I don’t want to cri tpse j ufaat 
he did because I don't I cnowf what 


Texas and Pennsylvania where it 'his options were, i 


A poll tw Cable News Network 
and USA Today released Thurs- 
day showed the Arkansas gov- 
ernor with a 15-point lead ovier 
Mr. Bush, a margin five points 
wider than a survey taken im-. 
mediately after the Republican 
convention last month. 

Mr. Clinton and Sen: Gore 
were in Roland, not tar from 
Lhtie Rode, to accept the en- 
dorsement of tiK Serra Chib', the 
environmental group that only' 
once before has endorsed a pres- 
idential candidate. 

Mr. CUntbn has few disagree- 
ments with President Barit’s deci- 
sions on selling jets to Taiwan, 
increasing farm .subsidies or, 
handing out hundreds of millions 
of dollars to hurricane victims. 

But the Democ ra tic presiden- 
tial candidate Questions tiie tim- 


would be built.' 

Mr. Cfinton has backed de- 
velopment of tfre Osprey for 
military and possible civilian use 
despite two recent accide n ts in- 
volving prototype versions. 

The Democratic nominee also 
has supported safe of F-16 fighter 
jets to Taiwan, despite objections 
from the Chinese mainland gov- 
ernment in Pelting. . 

Mr. Bush, until be announced 
support for such a sate tins week 
m Texas where they are tarilt, had 
opposed it and generally kept 
smooth relations with Peking. 

Mr. Ointfrn also steered dear 
of criticising the substance of the 
$1 billion in farm subsidies for 
grain ety>orts Mr, Bush 
announced Thursday, saying 
only: “I think tiie American peo- 
ple are smart enough to see poli- 
tics- as nsual.” v 
- And when the ’ Democratic 
candidate followed Mr. Bush into 


there,” be said. ' I ' 

Even Mr. Bush’s pfedi ge to 
repair Homestead Air! (force (Base 
in Florida, which the F entaj jon at 
them with bad on ashu i-ckri an list 
to cut defence costs, bn pug S it only 
assurances from Mr. Cflntc arthat 
he believed the base s till j> rad an 
important mission. 

He noted that it is l the( closest 
air base to Cuba and a < sort venient 
launching area for jan ti-drdg 
flights. | 

Mr. Bush appeakx I ]ijbr the 
votes of small bnsineais '^owners 
Friday as he signed a ntew r law to 
provide them with mod; ■ federal 


an ti-drdg 

I 1 1 for the 
is towners 1 
5W r law to 
; ! federal 


In a speech in Frederfr chsburg, 
Virginia, about 50 mild s South- 
west of Washington, fcp |r. ‘Bush 
also stressed his own eat pe n cnce 
and said small burinetd i people 
would be hurt by the tax and 
health-care proposals ; of hits, 


faster than a speeding bullet, 
more powerful than a locomotive 
and able to leap tall buildings in a 
single baund. Despite the super 
hero's superhuman strength, 
clean work habits, X-ray vision 
and noble nature, he has a fatal 
flaw (aside from kryptonite): his 
life is controlled by corporate 
executives, writers and artists at 
DC Comics. The bosses at DC 
have decreed that the original 
comic-book super hero — who 
spawned an empire of imitators. 
— will die in November in hand- 
to-hand combat with an alien 
ni ftram named Doomsday, who 
has bones sticking out of ms fists. 

Japanese women 
yen for their 
men to be rich 

TOKYO (R) — The first thing a 
Japanese woman expects from 
her lover or spouse is that he be 
well off, rather than merely good- 
natured, according to a survey 
published by a women’s under- 
wear company. The survey 
showed that women who have led 
comfortable lives do not want 
marriage to mean a step down in 
lifestyle, Wacoai Corporation 
said. Similar surveys conducted 
tty the company in 1974 and 1989 
snowed that women then consi- 
dered “good character” rather 
than “economic power” the most 
important characteristic in their 
men. 

British beer 
drinkers tighten 
their belts 

LONDON (R) — The old adage 
that the unfortunate drown their 
sorrows in drink has failed to hold 
good in Britain's recession. Even 
beer drinkers are feeling the 
pinch. A brewer's society report 
said consumption of Britain’s 
most popular alcoholic beverage 
fell 13 per cent in the year to the 
end of June from the previous 
12-month period. Britons ‘sank 
more than 10.7 billion. pints (six 
billion litres) of beer in the last 
year, a fall of around 440,000 
pints (250,000 litres) a day. 

Strip show success 
for Chinese troupe 

PEKING (R) — China’s drive for 
greater “reform and openness” is 
opening some eyes very wide in 
the southern province of Guang- 
dong, where raunchy strip shows 
are touring peasant villages, an 
official newspaper said/Farmert 
in Chaoyang county were recent- 
W treated to naked women per- 
forming “the dance of youthful 
beauty* ami “the dance of taking 
a shower the Yangcheng Even- 
ing News said. “Everyone is talk- 
ing about openness now, so why 
don’t we all enjoy the dance of 
openness/* the compere erf the 
Wuhan City Dance Ensemble 
was quoted as saying. 

Packer pulls plug 
on parrot and 
plucky puss 

SYDNEY (R) — Channel Nine 
deemed to show viewers “a bit of 
bom, a tat of boob” but the 
network’s owner thought other- 
wise and pulled the plug on “An- 



